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ANTI-SLAVERY 

MONTHLY     REPORTER. 

The  "  Anti-Slavery  Monthly  Reporter"  will  be  ready  for  delivery  on  the 
last  day  of  every  month.  Copies  will  be  forwarded,  at  the  request  of  any  Anti- 
Slavery  Society,  at  the  rate  of  four  shillings  per  hundred,  when  not  exceeding 
half  a  sheet,  and  in  proportion,  when  it  exceeds  that  quantity.  All  persons  wish- 
ing to  receive  a  regular  supply  are  requested  to  raaJie  application  to  the  Secretary, 
at  the  Society's  oflice.  No.  18,  Alderraanbury,  and  mention  the  conveyance  by 
which  they  may  be  most  conveniently  sent.  Single  Copies  may  be  had  of  all 
booksellers  and  newsmen,  at  the  rate  of  2d.  per  sheet  of  sixteen  pages. 


CORRECTION  OF  A  MISTAKE.— RURAL  CODE  OF  HAYTI.— 
REMARKS  UPON  IT.— WEST  INDIA  REPORTER,  &c. 


Correction  of  a  mistake  in  the  last  Number. — An  error  of  some  mag- 
nitude crept  into  a  note  at  p.  316  of  our  last  Number,  which  was  dis- 
covered in  time  to  be  corrected  only  in  a  part  of  the  impression.  It  arose 
from  confounding,  in  the  haste  of  preparation,  the  column  which  exhi- 
bited the  whole  export  of  sugar  from  this  country,  including  both  British 
plantation  and  Foreign,  with  the  amount  of  raw  sugar  exported  in  a 
refined  state.     The  Note  ought  to  have  stood  as  follows : 

The  bounty  on  sugir,  which  amounts  to  about  three  sliilliogs  a  cwt,  (half  having  bceu 
UkeD  off  last  year,)  draws  from  tlie  Exchequer,  for  an  export  of  about  740,000  cwt.,  the  sura  of 
about  111,000/.  The  additional  price  levied  ou  the  public  on  account  of  our  internal  consumption, 
wliich  amounts  to  about  .1,000,000  twt.  is  about  450,000/.,  making  together  55o,000'.  The  effect  of 
the  protecting  duty  of  10s.  against  East  India,  and  36s.  against  foreign  sugar  cannot  be  very  accu- 
rately ascerUiineJ.  If  wv  esLitnate  it  at  the  low  rate  of  63.  a  cwt.  QOO.OOO/.  more  is  thus  taken 
outof  tlie  pockets  of  the  British  consumers,  making  a  grand  lot.il  of  upwards  of  1,46<'),000/.  or  at  tli9 
avcracf  rate  of  from  KOO  to  (|00/.  a  year  to  each  slave  holding  sugar  planter.  Tliis  sum,  indeed, 
is  divided  among  them  in  very  unequal  proportions,  some  of  them  importing  more  largely  than 
others;  but  it  may  be  csumated  to  yield  to  the  sugar  farmer  at  least  eight  pounds  sterling  for 
every  ton  of  sugar  he  imports.  That  is  to  say,  the  rich  and  the  poor  of  this  country  arc  burdened 
iclhis  enormous  txtenl,  not  only  to  supply  luxuries  to  about  1300  sugar  farmers,  but  to  enable 
their>,  witJi  profit  to  themselves,  to  go  on  wasting  the  lives  of  Uieir  slaves,  at  n  rate  which  would 
ultimately  unpeople  the  world. 


RURAL  CODE  OF  HAYTI. 
It  is  a  satisfaction  to  us  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  lay  before  the  pub- 
lic a  literal  translation  of  the  whole  of  this  interesting  and  much  misre- 
presented document.  It  is  printed  in  a  12mo.  form,  and  the  title  page 
runs  thus — "  Rural  Code  of  Hayti.  Port  au  Prince,  from  the  prioiing 
press  of  the  Government.     July,  1826." 


330  KLltAl.     tout.     OK      HAVn. 

We  shall  give  il  as  il  stuiuls,   only  adding  a  uole  or  iwu  wliere  lliey 
may  i»pp«?2U  neceasdry  tor  the  purpu&e  of  clucidjUou. 


Lb^rty.  Khl'lBLlC  OF  HAYTI.  Equality. 

Ill  KAL   CODE. 

The  Chamber  of  the  Reprcsiiu, (lives  of  Communes,  on  the  propoiilion 

of  ihe  Prt-sidcul  of  Hayli,  and  h.mtiij  heard  the  Report  of  lU  Commillee 

of  llie  Interior,  has  passed  the  six  tollowing  laws,  coustiluliiig  the  Rural 

Code  of  Hayii. 

1  AW  .   No.  I. 
OS  THE  GENERAL  ARRANl.KMr.NTS  KKLA  FIVE  TO  AGRICULTLRE. 

Article  1.  .Agriculture,  beinj^  the  main  source  of  the  prosperity  of  the 
slate,  shall  eujuy  the  special  protcclion  and  encouragement  of  the  Civil 
dud  Military  authorities. 

2.  The  citizens,  of  the  protession  of  agriculture,  cannot  be  taken  uti 
from  their  pursuits,  except  in  the  cases  pointed  out  by  law. 

3.  All  the  citizens  being  bound  to  give  their  aid  towards  supporting 
the  UHe,  either  by  their  services  or  their  industry ;  lliuse  who  shall  not 
be  employed  in  civil  otfices,  or  called  out  on  military  service  ;  those 
who  shall  not  be  engaged  in  any  busmess  subject  to  [he  patent  ;*  those 
who  shall  not  be  employed  as  working  artiricers,  or  as  domestic  servants; 
lhos«  who  shall  not  be  employed  in  the  cutting  of  wood  tit  tor  exporta- 
tion ;  and  those,  in  tine,  who  shaJl  not  be  able  to  shew  that  they  possess 
the  means  of  subsistence,  shall  be  bound  to  cultivate  the  earth. 

4.  Citizens  of  the  agricultural  profession  shall  not  be  at  liberty  to  quit 
the  country,  in  order  to  reside  in  citus  or  towns,  without  the  aulhuriza- 
Uou  of  the  Justice  of  Peace  of  the  Commune  they  wish  to  quit,  and  of 
that  of  the  Commune  where  they  mean  to  fix  themselves  ;  and  the  Justice 
of  Peace  shall  not  give  his  authorization,  until  he  has  assur^l  himself 
that  the  applicant  is  a  person  of  good  behaviour,  who  has  euirectly 
conducted  himself  in  the  canton  he  desires  to  quit,  and  that  he  has  the 
meant  of  subsistence  in  the  town  where  he  wishes  to  reside.  All  who 
shall  not  conform  to  these  rules,  shall  be  considered  and  dealt  with  as 
vagrants. 

5.  The  children,  of  cither  sex,  whom  their  parents  (themselves  en- 
gaged in  agriculture)  shall  desire  to  send  into  the  cities  or  towns  to  be 
apprenuced  or  educated,  are  not  to  be  received  either  by  master  work- 
men, or  by  the  teachers  of  public  or  private  schools,  without  a  certificate 
of  the  Justice  of  Peace,  which  certificate  shall  be  granted  at  the  request 
either  of  the  proprietor  or  principal  renter  of  the  place,  or  of  the  othcer 
of  the  rural  police,  or  of  ihe  father  or  the  mother  of  the  child.  Every 
contravention  of  this  rule  shall  l>e  subject  to  a  tine  of  '25  dollars,  to 
b€  pAui  by  the  person  who  shall  have  received  the  child  without  author- 
ization. 

6.  Recruiting  for  the  army  can  only  take  p^ace  by  order  of  the  Pre- 


•   \  tn  m  uiinrd  uiifoA^d  on  mrrcluali,  shupke^ p^rs,  tradrjmeu,  &c. 
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sldent,  and  it  shall  not  extend  to  citizens  engaged  in  agriculture,  unless 
the  Chief  of  the  State,  induced  by  a  pressing  danger,  shall  give  orders  to 
thai  effect. 

7.  No  shop,  either  wholesale  or  retail,  shall  be  established,  and  no 
commerce  in  the  produce  of  the  Island  shall  be  carried  on  in  the  coun- 
try parts  on  any  pretext  whatsoever.  From  this  rule  are  excepted  raw 
sugars  delivered  to  the  retineries,  and  molasses  to  the  distilleries,  and 
cotton  in  the  seed  when  sent  to  the  mill  to  be  ginned. 

8.  Nevertheless  the  pa^en/erf  travelling  pedlars,  residing  in,  and  going 
from,  cities  or  towns,  may,  while  travelling  over  the  country,  sell  provi- 
sions, foreign  merchandize,  and  hardware.* 

9.  The  houses  or  cottages  which  private  persons  have  already  erected 
in  the  interior  of  the  Communes,  in  situations  where  there  is  no  regular 
township,  but  merely  a  collection  of  cottages,  whether  for  their  own 
accommodation  or  to  let  to  others,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  tax,  on 
the  value  of  the  rent  of  those  houses,  which  is  payable  in  cities  and 
towns.  In  future,  however,  no  cottage  shall  be  erected  in  the  country, 
where  there  is  no  recognized  township,  except  when  connected  with  a 
rural  establishment. 

10.  No  proprietor  of  land  bordering  on  the  sea  shall  possess  boats 
or  vessels  except  for  the  transport  of  his  produce  to  the  neighbouring 
city  or  town  ;  and  for  this  he  shall  have,  from  the  Justice  of  Peace  of  the 
Commune,  a  licence  which  shall  be  delivered  gratis ;  and  on  no  pretence 
shall  these  boats  be  at  liberty  to  carry  on  the  coasting  trade  of  other 
ports,  or  of  the  adjacent  little  islands,  nor  the  business  of  fishing,  ex- 
cept for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  plantation. 

11.  All  the  fines  and  forfeitures  imposed  by  the  Rural  Code,  shall  be 
inflicted  by  the  Justices  of  Peace,  when  not  exceeding  the  value  of 
100  dollars,  and,  when  they  exceed  that  sum,  by  the  civil  tribunals. 
The  half  of  the  said  fines  and  forfeitures  shall  belong  to  the  public  trea- 
sury, the  other  half  to  the  informer. 

12.  On  the  day  of  the  festival  of  agriculture,  (the  first  of  May)  parties 
of  cultivators  from  each  section  shall  attend,  at  the  place  where  the 
Council  of  Notables  meets,  with  samples  of  their  produce.  The  Council 
of  Notables,  in  the  presence  of  all  the  authorities,  shall  crown  the  culti- 
vator who  shall  have  best  cultivated  his  farm,  in  each  Section,  and  in 
each  kind  of  culture;  and  he  shall  receive  a  prize  of  encouragement. 
Exact  details  of  these  proceedings  shall  be  drawn  up  and  made  public. 

13.  Every  year,  on  the  first  of  September,  the  Councils  of  Notables 
shall  address,  to  the  President  ofHayli,  a  circumstantial  report  respect- 
ing the  state  of  agriculture  in  each  Commune,  accompanied  by  their  ob- 
servations as  to  the  best  means  of  improving  it. 

14.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Commandants  of  Departments,  shall, 
in  like  manner,  render  to  the  President  of  Hayti  an  account  of  the  state 
of  agriculture  in  their  respective  departments,  and  also  of  the  state  of 
the  roads  and  high  ways. 


*  The  articles  7  and  8  seem  framed  in  the  absurd  epirit  of  many  of  our  own  old 
laws.  They  are  probably  intended  to  secure  the  revenue  by  confining  the  sale  of 
taxable  commodities  and  the  residence  of  taxed  (patented)  traders  to  the  towns. 
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I  \\V,   N„.  II. 

UN    IHE  cl  NKU  \I.    Vl)MlSl>lKvri()N  <tt   IHK  DIFFLRENT  A(.  Ki- 
el LIL  KAL   FM  AHI.IMIMLM'S. 

CtiAlTKR    I. 

liuUs  relating  to  the  admtnutration  of  mjncultural   establishmetiti  us 
rtsjJtcts  the  proprietors  of'  the  ^oil. 

Section  1. —  (>/  Landmarks,  Boundaries,  and  Establishments. 

15.  All  ihe  lauded  propc-rtiL-s  situated  in  the  country,  and  procetdin^ 
from  grants  made  by  ttie  State,  whether  under  the  title  of  national  pro- 
perty, or  under  that  of  partial  gift,  which  have  not  yet  been  surveyed 
and  meaaured,  must  be  so  within  the  space  of  one  year  from  tlie  date  of 
the  promulg-ation  of  the  present  code,  under  the  penalty  of  a  Hne  ofune 
dollar  for  every  carrenu  of  land,  to  be  paid  by  the  proprietor.  With  a 
Tiew  to  the  due  execution  of  this  regulation,  the  Justice  of  Peace  of  the 
Commune  shall,  after  the  lapse  of  the  above  interval,  on  a  declaratun 
being  made  to  him  of  the  facts,  employ  a  surveyor  duly  commissioned, 
to  measure  and  draw  a  plan  of  the  unsurveyed  grounds  at  the  ex|ei»<o 
of  the  delinquent  grantee  ;  when  the  amount  of  the  tine  shall  Le  tixtd, 
and  levied  together  with  the  expense  of  the  survey. 

16.  From  the  date  of  the  promulgation  of  this  law,  no  sale  of  property, 
situated  in  the  country,  can  be  executed  before  a  notary,  if  that  projuT- 
ty  shall  not  have  been  previously  surveyed,  and  the  boundaries  previou>ly 
recognized  by  tlie  title-deeds  ;  nor  in  any  case  can  a  partial  sale  taLe 
place  unless  itie  land  sliall  have  been  previously  surveyed.  Nutanes 
acting  in  contravention  of  this  article  shall  mcur  the  penalties  of  the 
law. 

17.  -All  grants  of  land  made  previous  to  the  promulgation  of  the 
present  code,  and  on  which,  in  a  year  from  that  time,  no  settlement 
shall  ha\e  begun;  and  all  grants  made  subsequent  to  that  time,  <.>u 
which,  in  a  year  frum  the  date  of  the  grant,  no  settlement  sliall  ha\e 
commenced,  shall  revert  to  the  domain  of  the  state;  and  the  liile-dtcd 
shall  b«  given  up  and  sent  back  to  the  Government. 

18.  To  carry  the  lait  regulation  into  etfect,  the  otficer  of  Rural 
pohce,  in  conjunction  with  the  Council  of  Agriculture,  shall  repoit  lo 
the  Justice  of  Peace,  and  the  iiiiliiary  Cummaiidj^nt  of  the  Cuiniiiuiu'. 
the  uncultivated  state  of  the  grant:  and  these,  alter  ascertaininij  \\  <.- 
correctness  of  this  Report,  shall  examine  and  subscribe  it,  aid  llu  n 
address  it  to  the  Commandant  of  the  Department,  who,  after  ha\ing 
obtained  ['roofof  tlie  fact,  shall  withdraw  li»e  titJc-dttrd,  and  send  it  lo 
ihe  Governnitnt. 

19.  A  selllement  will  be  considered  as  begun,  when  there  blull  Ih^ 
a  garden  cultivated  according  to  the  rules  established  by  law,  ami 
the  extent  of  which  shall  be  duly  proportioned  lo  the  number  of  culu- 
valors  attached  to  .he  property. 

2u.  The  propiietors  of  cultivated  lands,  which  are  conti^uuiK  !>> 
each  other,  shall  be  bound,  at  their  common  expense,  adequately  t.> 
fence  their  pro[)orties.  Any  one  refusing  to  do  so  shall  be  compclli^l''*' 
by  course  of  law. 
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21.  The  proprietors  of  rural  estates  are  bound  to  cause  to  be 
fixed,  during  any  surveys  made  at  their  requisition,  solid  landnaarks 
in  iron,  or  in  masonry  work,  or  in  durable  wood,  under  pain  of  a  fine 
of  five  dollars  for  every  landmark  which  may  be  wantinf;. 

22.  The  proprietors  who  shall  have  neglected  to  execute  the  pre- 
ceding regulation  shall  be  bound,  besides  paying  the  fine,  to  pay  the 
artificer  who  shall  be  employed,  by  the  orders  of  the  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  the  Commune,  to  fix  the  requisite  landmark, 

SrxTioN    11. — Of  the   obli(jat(ons   imposed  on   the  proprietors  or  ad- 
ministrators of  rural  property. 

23.  It  is  specially  forbidden  to  cut  down  the  wood  on  the  crest  of 
mountains  and  for  a  hundred  paces  of  their  descent,  or  at  the  head 
or  in  the  environs  of  springs,  or  on  the  banks  of  rivers.  The  pro- 
prietors of  lands  watered  by  springs,  or  rivers,  must  surround  the 
head  of  those  springs,  and  plant  the  borders  of  the  rivers,  with  plantain 
trees,  bamboos,  and  other  trees  calculated  to  promote  coolness. 

24.  When  a  proprietor  intends  to  set  fire  to  new  wood,  or  to  a  field 
of  old  canes,  or  to  savanntihs,  or  to  any  other  kind  of  field,  he  shall 
be  bound,  twenty-four  hours  before,  to  apprize  all  the  neighbours  bor- 
dering upon  him  of  his  intention,  under  the  penalty  of  paying  for  all 
the  damage  which  the  fire  may  occasion. 

25.  As  soon  as  a  fire  shall  break  out  on  an  estate,  the  neighbouring 
proprietors  and  cultivators  shall  be  bound  to  repair  thither,  in  order  to 
assist  in  arresting  its  progress. 

26.  It  is  forbidden  to  kindle  a  fire  in  the  savannahs,  or  in  the  fields 
or  gardens  of  plantations,  without  the  express  pcruiission  of  their  pro- 
prietors, renters,  managers,  or  conductors. 

27.  There  must  not  be  kept  on  estates  appropriated  to  cultivation, 
manufactures,  or  other  establishments,  any  more  cattle  than  are  re- 
quired for  carrying  on  the  work  of  them,  or  for  the  use  of  the  pro- 
prietors, managers,  conductors,  renters  or  cultivators  ;  and  these 
anmials  must  be  kept  during  the  day  in  herds,  and  at  night  in  pens  or 
inclosed  fields. 

28.  Animals  of  the  horse  kind,  horned  cattle,  swine,  &c.  appropriated 
to  breethn-j:,  cannot  be  kept  except  on  breeding  establishments  according 
to  the  fourth  law  relating  to  such  establishments. 

29.  No  proprietor,  renter,  or  manager  of  a  plantation  can  establish 
on  his  estate  a  system  contrary  to  that  established  by  law. 

30.  No  company  or  association  of  cultivators,  fixed  on  the  same 
plantation,  shall  be  allowed  to  rent  the  whole  of  the  estate  on  which 
they  reside,  in  order  to  manage  it  by  themselves  as  a  partnership. 

31.  The  cottages  or  dwellings  of  the  cultivators  must  he  built  on 
one  and  the  same  point  of  the  plantation  to  which  they  are  attached. 

Chapter  II. 
Of  cultivation  generally. 

32.  The  principal  branch  of  cultivation  consists  in  the  raising  of 
plants  and  trees  yielding  produce  for  exportation  to  foreign  countries, 
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gram  ol  all  descrijjiioos.  and  ull  kinds  ol  food  and  rooti  designed  foi 
the  sub^iftlcdce  (j(  the  popuUiiun. 

S3.  All  who  carry  on  ihis  principal  branch  of  culture,  are  not 
subject  to  the  territorial  and  land  lax,  except  on  the  ijross  produce  fit 
for  exportation  which  they  shall  have  got  m. 

34.  The  secondarv  branch  of  cultivation  consists  of  the  culture 
mervlyofpot  herbs,  of  Howers.of  fruit  trees,  of  provisions,  and  of  fodder, 
when  the  growth  of  these  tales  place  on  estates  which  are  not  esta- 
blished for  carrying  on  the  principal  branch  of  cultivation. 

J 5.  Those  whose  establishment  is  specially  directed  to  the  secondary 
branch  of  cultivation  are  subject  to  the  territorial  and  land  tax  on  the 
estimated  value  of  their  [iroduce  in  each  six  months. 

36.  On  evt-ry  rural  establishment,  they  shall  be  bound  to  cultivate 
provisions,  jjrain,  fruit  trees,  such  as  the  bread  tree,  &c.,  sutHcionl  for 
the  sustenance  of  the  persons  employed  there. 

31.  All  the  gardens,  whether  they  produce  provisions,  or  gram, 
must  be  caretullv  attended  to,  under  the  responsibility  of  the  proprietor, 
renter  or  manager,  who,  in  case  of  neglect,  shall  be  condemned  to  a 
fine  of  from  three  to  Hfteen  dollars. 

38.  On  every  plantation  the  cultivators  attached  to  it,  and  who  work 
for  a  fourth  of  the  produce,  shall  be  bound  to  have,  for  their  personal 
u»e,  a  garden  of  provisions,  which  they  shall  cultivate  during  their 
hours  or  days  of  repose. 

39.  With  this  view  the  proprietors,  renters,  or  managers  shall  be 
bound  to  place,  at  the  dis}>osal  of  the  cultivators,  the  land  necessary  for 
the  forniution  of  their  private  gardens. 

40.  The  dikes,  reservoirs,  and  conduits  which  serve  to  supply  and 
distribute  the  water  required  for  the  inhabitants,  both  for  irrigation,  and 
for  everv  other  useful  purpose,  shall  be  kept  in  order  by  all  the  parties 
interested,  who  shall  be  bound  to  contribute  to  the  labours  necessary  to 
that  end.  No  one  can  refuse  to  share  in  these  labours  ;  nor  can  he  alie- 
nate his  neighbour's  share  of  the  water  without  his  consent  Everv  one 
acting  contrary  to  these  rules  shall  pay  a  tine  of  from  ten  to  tifty  dol- 
lars, and  shall  be  bound  to  repair  at  his  own  charge  the  conduit  which 
he  shall  have  obstructed  or  destroyed. 

41.  When  on  any  rural  properly  the  produce  of  it  shall  be  on  the 
point  of  being  packed  in  sacks,  bales,  casks,  or  other  packages,  the 
officer  of  the  Kural  Police  of  the  .Section,  shall  have  t.  right  of  exam- 
ining it,  to  saiisly  himself  that  there  is  no  fraud  ;  and  when  there  is,  he 
shall  slop  the  delivery,  and  iramedi;Uely  report  the  matter  to  the  .lus- 
tice  of  Peace  of  the  Commune.  If  the  produce  has  only  been  badly 
prepared,  he  shall  suspend  its  removal,  and  oblige  the  parties  to  clf-an 
tt  anew. 

4'2.  Tlie  Justice  of  Peace,  on  receiving  the  report,  shall  appoint  skil- 
ful persons  to  examine  ihe  produce,  and  if  fraud  should  be  proved,  the 
produce  shall  be  furfeiled  to  the  Slate. 

43.  The  produce,  intended  for  exportation,  cannot  quit  the  plantati<in 
to  be  carried  to  the  cities  or  towns,  and  delivered  fur  sale,  wiihuul 
a  permit  from  the  proprietor,  when  he  resides  on  the  •■•^Latc,  or,  wh<  a 
he  Hoes  not  reside,  frum  the  ofticer  of  the  Kural  Police  of  the  S.  rtion 
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The  permit  shall  be  furnished  gratis,  on  ungtamped   paper,   by  the 
officer  of  the  Police,  who  shall  be  bound  to  register  it. 

44.  All  produce  removed  in  contravention  of  this  regulation,  shall 
be  seized  on  the  way,  and  taken  to  the  Justice  of  Peace  of  the 
Commune,  who  shall  ascertain  whether  the  produce  has  not  been 
stolen,  in  order  that  it  may  be  sent  back  to  the  proprietor,  and  that 
the  presumed  offender  may  be  prosecuted.  If  it  should  appear  that 
the  proprietor  himself  had  failed  to  furnish  the  permit,  he  shall  pay  a 
fine  of  from  three  to  6ye  dollars. 


LAW,  No.  III. 

CONCERNING  THE  MUTUAL  CONTRACTS  BETWEEN  THE  PRO- 
PRIETORS OR  PRINCIPAL  RENTERS,  AND  THE  CULTIVATORS 
OR  LABOURERS,  AND  THE  RECIPROCAL  OBLIGATIONS  OF 
BOTH. 

Chapter  I. 

General  Regulations. 

45.  Those  persons  who  shall  not  be  in  the  actual  service  of 
the  state,  as  soldiers,  mechanics,  or  otherwise,  and  whose  xyrnC'-'r-'-r^n 
it  is  to  cultivate  the  ground,  or  to  cut  timber  for  exportation,  shall  be 
obliged,  for  their  mutual  security,  to  enter  into  a  reciprocal  engagement 
with  the  proprietor  or  chief  renter  of  the  rural  property,  or  of  the 
woodland,  where  they  are  to  exercise  their  industry.  The  contract 
may  be  entered  into  either  collectively  or  individually,  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  contractmg  parties. 

46.  The  duration  of  these  contracts  cannot  be  for  a  shorter  time  than 
two  years,  nor  for  a  longer  than  nine  years,  in  the  case  of  the  secon- 
dary branch  of  cultivation  and  manufactures ;  nor  for  a  shorter  time 
than  three  years,  nor  for  a  longer  than  nine,  for  the  other  branches  of 
cultivation  ;  nor  for  less  than  six  months,  nor  longer  than  a  year,  for 
the  cutting  of  wood  for  exportation. 

47.  The  contract  shall  be  made  on  stamped  paper,  before  a  Notary, 
who  shall  preserve  a  minute  of  it,  and  who  must  exprers'clearly  all 
the  conditions  entered  into  by  the  contracting  parties,  who  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  make  such  stipulations  as  they  shall  judge  suitable,  pro- 
vided these  do  not  contravene  the  regulations  of  the  present  code. 

48.  Every  proprietor,  renter,  or  manager  of  a  plantation,  who  shall 
there  receive  or  admit  any  cultivators,  without  having  made  with  them 
the  contract  required  by  the  two  preceding  articles,  shall  be  con- 
demned for  the  first  offence,  to  a  fine  of  ten  dollars  for  every  person 
so  received  without  a  contract,  and  to  double  that  sum  in  case  of  a 
second  offence ;  and  besides  this,  the  proprietor,  renter  or  manager, 
shall  not  be  able  to  bring  any  action  at  law,  against  the  cultivators 
who  may  have  failed  to  fulfil  their  verbal  agreements.  The  same  rule 
will  apply  to  wood  cutters  for  exportation. 

49.  Every  contract  entered  into  with  a  cultivator,  whose  former 
contract  shall  not  have  been  terminated,  shall  he  null  and  void;  and  the 
cultivator,  who  shall  have  entered  into  this  second  contract,  shall  be 
6e:il  back,  at  his  own  expense,  to  the  property  on  which   he  had  en- 
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gagitl  himself,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  fine  fixed  by  lie  last  Article. 

50.  The  headmen  of  parties  contracting  to  work  tor  half  vt'  the 
produce  shall  share,  in  an  ecjual  proporliun  of  halt",  with  the  principal 
proprietor  of  the  plantation,  in  all  they  shall  reap  on  thai  particular 
estate,  in  the  way  of  fruit,  provisions,  pulse,  grain,  and  produce  of 
tvery   kind. 

.01.  Whenever,  on  sugar  plantations,  the  l.ibour  shall  be  done  for 
hall  of  the  produce,  the  proprietor,  before  liie  division  is  maJe,  shall 
deduct  A  fifth  part  of  the  gross  produce,  as  an  equivaknl  for  the  hire 
ot  machinery,  utensils,  cattle,  Arc,  employed  in  carrying  on  the 
work,  and  fur  the  ex|M*nse  of  repairs.  In  the  culture  of  other  articles 
the  amount  of  the  expenses  caused  by  the  rent,  or  by  the  charge  of  car- 
ryinj;  on  the  work,  shall  be  deducted  previous  to  the  division. 

52.  The  Cultivators  contracting  to  labour  for  a  fourth  part  of  the 
returns  they  produce,  shall  have  for  their  share  a  fourth  part  ui  the 
gross  of  all  they  raise.  They  shall  also  enjoy  the  whole  of  what  they 
raise  on  their  own  private  gardens,  cultivated  by  themselves  duimg 
their  hours  or  days  of  rest. 

53.  Whenever,  in  the  great  plantations  of  sugar,  coffee,  cotton, 
and  indigo,  the  season  shall  recjuire  that  the  labour  should  be  pressed 
with  activity,  the  different  associations  labouring  fur  half,  employed  on 
the  same  plantation,  shall  mutually  assist  each  other  m  their  labours, 
giving  and  repaying  to  each  other  an  equal  number  of  days'  labour. 
The  administrator  of  the  properly  shall  regulate  this  kind  of  miilMul 
aid. 

.'A.  \\  hen  the  products  or  crops,  whatever  they  be,  siiall  be  pre- 
pared and  collected,  whether  thev  proceed  from  labourers  working  for 
a  fourth,  or  associations  labouring  for  a  half,  they  cannot  be  removed 
Irurn  the  property  where  they  were  grown,  until  a  division  shall  have 
taken  place  between  the  proprietor  or  chief  renter,  and  the  cultivators 
labouring  for  a  fourth,  or  associations  for  a  lialf  of  the  produce. 

55.  Lpon  sugar  plantations,  the  division  of  the  shares  coming  to 
the  cultivators  shall  be  made  after  the  grinding  of  each  piece  of 
canes.  On  the  plantations  where  they  only  cultivate  provisions  or 
grain;  or  cut  wood  for  firewood  or  for  charcoal,  or  for  cabinet  work 
or  building;  or  raise  fodder ;  or  are  engaged  in  other  irregular  works, 
the  division  shall  be  made  to  the  workmen  only  everv  six  months.  On 
other  plantations,  as  of  cotiee,  cotton,  cocoa,  indigo,  &C.,  the  division 
shall  take  place  at  the  end  of  the  respective  crops. 

50.  W  hen  the  periods  arrive  for  dividing  the  proceeds  among  the 
cuhivators  the  officer  of  Rural  Police  of  the  Section  in  which  the  plan- 
tation IS  situated,  shall  be  called  by  the  proprietor,  chief  renter,  or  their 
manager,  to  witness  the  division.  '  The  accounts  of  the  articles  manu- 
factured, or  other  [>roducl3  reap.-d,  shall  be  exhibited,  with  a  certificate 
of  the  price  current,  and  one  from  the  purchaser  of  the  commodities 
mentioned  in  the  last  article.  The  list  of  persons  entitled  to  share 
shall  be  settled.  an<l  the  proceeds  shall  be  reckoned  up. 

51.  Each  of  the  co-sharers  shall  be  inscribed  m  the  Distribulion- 
I.iat,  according  t  .  tlieir  strength  and  activity  and  the  time  they  have 
wotkcti,  i.iihcr  ill  l!.i  first,  second,  or  third  das*       And  the  money  to  be 
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shared  shall  be  divided  into  quartir  shares,  half  Bhares,  and  whohi 
hliares.  The  conductors  of  the  labours  contracted  for  at  a  fourtti  of 
ihe  produce,  and  the  headmen  of  the  associations  labourinji^  for  a  half, 
Bhall  each  have  three  whole  shares.  The  h^ad  sugar-boilers,  the  head- 
wape:oners,  and,  in  short,  the  head  of  each  department  of  labour,  shall 
have  two  shares.  The  good  workers  of  the  first  class,  whether  men 
or  women,  shall  have  a  share  and  a  half;  those  of  the  second,  out' 
share;  those  of  the  third,  three  quarters  of  a  share;  children  from 
twelve  to  sixteen  years  of  age,  who  have  made  themselves  serviceabK: 
accordinjr  to  their  capacities,  and  the  old  peo|)le  who  can  only  work 
moderately,  half  a  share  ;  and  children  from  nine  to  eleven  years  who 
have  been  occupied  according  to  their  ag;e  and  strength,  and  infirm 
persons,  shall  have  a  quarter  share.  The  broken  money,  arising  from 
the  formation  of  the  shares,  shall  go  to  augment  the  portion  of  those 
labourers  who  shall  have  displayed  the  greatest  punctuality  and  perse- 
verance in  their  labours. 

58.  There  shall  be  furnished  to  the  labourers  daily  tickets,  to  shew 
the  days  they  were  present  at  work.  Every  week  these  daily  tickets 
shall  be  withdrawn  and  replaced  by  weekly  tickets,  which  st.all  be 
brought  into  account  when  the  division  of  the  money,  arising  from  the 
crops,  takes  place. 

59.  In  no  case  shall  the  officer  of  the  Rural  Police  of  the  Section 
withdraw,  from  the  sums  to  be  divided,  any  part  for  himself.  He  shall 
prepare  a  written,  statement  of  the  division  that  has  been  made,  which 
shall  be  adrlressed,  along  with  the  documents  in  verification  of  it,  to  the 
council  of  Notables  of  the  Commune,  there  to  be  referred  to,  if  neces- 
sary. 

(io.  Proprietors,  renters,  or  managers,  cannot  give  a  permit  to  a 
cultivator,  or  under-tenant,  to  travel  in  the  san\e  Commune,  and  to 
absent  himself  from  his  home  and  his  labour  for  more  than  eight  days, 
which  permit  shall  be  delivered  gratis  on  unstamped  paper,  and  ex- 
amined and  subscribed  by  the  officer  of  Rural  Police.  When  a  pemiit 
is  required  for  a  longer  "time,  the  proprietor,  chief  renter,  or  manager, 
shall  refer  the  matter  to  the  commandant  of  the  Commune. 


Chapter  II. 

Of  the  Obligations  of  Proprietors,  Renters,  or  Managers,  towards  the 

Cultivators. 

61.  Proprietors,  renters,  or  managers,  cannot  employ,  except  m 
atrricultural  labour,  and  in  such  labour  as  is  connected  therewith,  ihf 
cultivators  who  shall  have  contracted  with  them.  They  are  bound  to 
behave  to  them  as  good  fathers  of  families. 

62.  Proprietors,  or  chief  renters,  shall  furnish,  at  their  cost  and 
charge,  the  tools  or  implements  of  husbandry  for  the  cultivators  con- 
tracting to  work  for  a  fourth  of^he  produce.  These  tools  cannot  be 
renewed,  unless  it  is  shewn  that  they  have  been  worn  out  or  broken  in 
the  service  of  the  proprietors.  The' cultivator,  however,  who  shall  lose 
the   tools  2'jpplied   to  him,  shall  be  bound  to  replace  them ;   and  if  he 
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-Vj?*  do«,  othfrt   Will   b<  fu^IM^h«^  to  him,  the  \alue  of   which  shall  be 
•"•nnrd  out  ^^  Ki«  poruoo  '<(  the  incuriie. 

'i3.  The  pro[K»«Mor,  or  chief  renter,  shall  be  bound  to  furnish,  with- 
out exp^DJ*,  to  lf»«  ruUivators  working  for  a  fourth,  the  riit'ans  of  con- 
*ryw>ij  lb«ir  shires  i>f  the  }  roduce  to  the  place  of  sale.  I'hose  associ- 
Mrd  for  liAJf  shall  convev  it  thither  at  their  own  iharge. 

M.  When  the  propnctor  or  chief  renter  undertakes  to  sell, or  cause 
to  be  ioJd.tiie  portion  of  the  protluce  coming  to  the  cultivators  working 
for  a  fourth,  or  to  the  associations  lalxjuriii;  for  a  half,  he  sliull  be  bound 
to  famish  clear,  legal,  proof  of  the  price  current  of  the  articles  at  the 
ttflK  theT  are  sold,  and  to  produce,  at  the  time  of  dividing  the  proceeds, 
tW  cerliticateo/'  the  purchaser,  as  well  as  the  attestation  of  the  price 
currraL 

65.  When  the  part  of  the  produce  coming  to  the  cultivators  working 
fcr  a  fourth,  or  for  a  half,  shall  be  sold  by  the  conductors  of  the  work- 
nvu,  or  the  headmen  of  the  associations,  these  shall  be  e(juallv  bound 
lo  furnish  proof  of  the  price  current  of  the  article  at  the  moment  of 
•ale.  and  to  exhibit  the  certificate  of  the  purchaser,  (as  fixed  in  the  last 
ariKrle.)  in  order  to  shew  that  the  co-sharers  receive  fairly  lliat  part  ot 
the  produce  of  iheir  labour  to  which  tliey  are  entitled. 

'■6.  In  no  case  can  the  proprietors  or  chief  renters  deduct  any  part 
'i(  the  share  coming  to  the  cultivators  working  tor  a  fourth,  or  to  the 
ajfcociations  working  for  a  half,  in  order  to  pav  the  managers:  their 
•aJanea  shall  be  placed  to  the  account  of  the  proprietor  or  chief  renter. 

^w.  Proprietors  or  renters  shall  be  bound,  under  penalty  of  a  fine  of 
five  to  fifteen  dollars,  lo  agree  beforehand  with  a  medical  practitioner, 
if  there  be  one  in  the  Commune,  to  look  after  their  cultivators,  and  to 
f'lrniih  the  necessary  medicines;  these  medicines  being  t'urnished  gratis 
lij  the  cultivators  contracting  at  a  fourth  ;  but  being  paid  for,  at  cost 
pnce,  when  furnished  to  associations  working  for  half,  or  to  under- 
tenants. 

fj8.  Proprietors  and  chief  renters  of  rural  properties,  must  look  to 
it  that  the  infant  children  on  the  property  shall  be  well  taken  care  of. 
To  this  end  one  or  more  females  shall  be  expressly  appointed  to  this 
rhar^,  the  remuneration  for  whose  attention  shall  be  paid  by  the 
cultivators,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  their  children. 

Chapter   III. 

Of  the  obligations  of  the  Ctiltivntora  towards  the  Proprietors,  Renters, 

or  Managers. 

M9.  The  cultivators  shall  be  ol)edient  and  respectful  to  the  pro- 
prietors and  renters  with  whom  they  have  contracted,  as  well  as  to 
the  managers. 

70.  The  cultivators  are  bound  to  execute,  with  zeal  and  punctuality, 
'*\\  the  agricultural  labours  which  shall  be  required  of  them  by  the  pro- 
prieton,  renters,  or  managers,  with  whom  they  shall  have  contracted. 

71.  The  cultivators,  whatever  lie  the  imture  of  tlieir  ronlract,  shall 
be  bound  to  devote  ihcir  w.'iole  linie  lo  the  l.ibours  tlicv  have  eng;>L'ed 
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to  perform,  and  on  no  account  to  leave  them.  They  shall  not  be  at  liberty 
to  absent  themselves  from  their  habitation,  except  from  Saturday 
morning  to  Monday  at  sunrise,  without  the  consent  of  the  proprietors, 
chtef  renters,  or  managers.  On  all  the  olhei  working  days  they  shall 
be  bound  to  have  a  permit  from  the  proprietor,  chief  renter,  or 
manager,  if  thejj  are  not  going  out  of  the  Commune.  But  if  they'are. 
the  permit  shall  be  examined  and  subscribed  by  the  officer  of  the  Rural 
PoHce  of  the  Section,  and  by  the  commandant  of  the  Place. 

72.  The  cultivators  working  for  a  fourth,  or  associations  for  a  half  of 
the  produce,  shall  be  bound  to  prepare,  and  put  in  a  state  fit  for  deli- 
very, the  portion  of  the  produce  belonging  to  the  proprietor  or  chief 
renter,  and  to  convey  that  produce  to  the  place  of  delivery,  the  pro- 
pi  ietor  or  chief  renter  furnishing  the  means  of  transport. 

Chapter  IV. 

Of  the  under-contracts  between  the  farmers  contracting  for  half,  and 
the  cultivators  employed  by  them. 

73.  The  sub-tenants,  and  the  headmen  of  associated  parties  upon  the 
plantations,  shall  have  the  power  of  forming  sub-contracts  directly  with 
the  cultivators  ;  but  they  shall  continue  responsible  to  the  proprietor  or 
chief  renter  for  the  acts  of  the  sub-contracting  parties. 

74.  The  number  sub-contracting  cannot  exceed  ten  for  each  sub- 
tenant or  headman  of  an  association. 

Chapter  V. 

Of  the  rules  relating  to  such  as,  being  in  the  service  of  the  republic, 
reside  and  labour  on  rural  properties. 

15.  Soldiers  in  active  service  or  other  persons,  in  the  employment  of 
the  State,  may  make  arrangements  with  proprietors  or  chief  renters, 
and  with  headmen  of  associations  working  for  half,  or  under  tenants,  to 
labour  in  cultivating  the  ground  either  for  a  fourth  or  a  half,  or  as  sub- 
tenants. In  this  case  they  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  obligations  which 
they  shall  have  contracted,  and  which  shall  be  compatible  with  their 
public  duties. 

76.  When  soldiers  or  others,  in  the  service  of  the  State,  who  have  fixed 
their  residence  on  a  plantation,  shall  not  have  contracted  with  the  pro- 
prietor or  renter  of  that  property,  they  may  still  make  arrangements 
with  him  either  verbally  or  in  writing,  to  work  by  the  week,  by  the 
month,  or  by  the  job,  at  such  price  and  on  such  terms  as  shall  be 
agreed  between  them.  But  these  soldiers  shall  be  bound  to  give  their 
assistance,  without  any  payment  on  that  account,  in  all  the  labours 
connected  with  the  conduits  for  irrigation,  and  witli  the  other  wells  and 
cisterns  as  well  as  the  fences  and  enclosures  of  the  gardens  and 
savannahs,  and  the  general  maintenance  of  good  order  on  the  property. 

77.  When  the  soldiers  or  others,  in  tiir  service  of  the  Statt,  shall  not 
act  agreeably  to  the  two  last  articles,  in  regard  to  the  proprietors  or 
chief  renters,  they  may  be  sent  auay  from  the  projKirly. 
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78.  The  soldiers  or  olhers,  in  the  service  of  the  Stale,  who  shall  con- 
Iracl  with  projirictors  or  renters  to  work  for  wages  by  the  week  or  oiht  r- 
wistf,  must  respect  and  obey  the  said  proprietors,  renters,  or  managers 
orih«  properly  on  which  ihcy  shall  labour. 

79.  NN'lien  soldiers  or  others,  in  tlie  service  of  the  Slate,  shall  have 
bet*n  reijuired  by  the  proprietor,  chief  renter,  or  manager,  to  work  by 
the  day,  by  llie  week,  or  by  the  job,  or  otherwise,  in  a  Held  cultivated 
bv  labourers  for  a  luurlh.or  to  assist  in  ihe  manufacture,  orgalhering  in 
of  the  crop  of  produce,  the  wages  paid  to  this  description  of  labourers 
shall  be  deducted  from  llie  mass  of  the  proceeds  of  this  labour  betore 
the  fuurih,  coming  to  the  cultivators,  shull  be  deducted. 

80.  When  laboureis,  such  as  are  spoken  of  in  the  preceding  article, 
shall  be  rerpured,  by  the  headman  of  an  association  working  fur  half,  to 
assist  them  in  their  labours,  the  wages  paid  to  them  shall  be  deducted 
from  the  portion  coming  to  ihe  associated  body,  before  the  distribution 
of  it  to  that  body  can  be  made. — If  these  labourers  should  quit,  of  their 
own  accord,  the  work  for  which  they  have  been  engaged,  before  the  end 
of  ihe  week,  they  shall  have  no  claim  for  the  time  they  shall  have 
worked  during  the  former  part  of  the  same  week. 


Ch.vpti.u  VI. 

Of  the  method  of  terminatiny  dijiculties  between  proprietors,  renters^ 
managers,  cultivators,  associated  persons,  sub-tenants,  \c. 

81.  When  differences  shall  arise  between  agricultural  proprietors, 
principal  renters,  managers,  and  cultivators,  associates  for  a  half,  or 
sub-tenants,  the  parlies  shall  tiist  carry  iheir  complaints  or  claims  be- 
fore the  officer  of  Rural  Police  of  the  Section,  wl.o,  assisted,  if  need  be, 
by  the  Council  of  .Agriculture  of  the  quarter,  shall  forthwith  employ 
himself  in  amicably  terminating  the  differences,  as  far  as  they  mav  be 
within  his  province. 

8'2.  In  cases  where  ihe  ditlefenccs  are  of  a  nature  not  to  be  decided 
by  the  officer  of  Rural  Police,  assisted  by  the  Council  of  Agriculture, 
he  shall  call  np>on  the  parties  to  choose  arbiters,  wiihin  the  Section,  to 
settle  and  decide  their  ditferences. 

83.  In  cases  where  the  diti'erences  cannot  thus  be  settled  bv  arbitra- 
tion on  the  spol,  or  where  ihe  parlies  shall  not  have  named  arbuers, 
the  oflficer  of  Ruial  Police  shall  wail  till  Saturday  or  Sunday  in  order  to 
send  the  parties  before  the  Justice  of  Peace  of  the  Commune.  The 
whole  must  be  concluded  within  the  space  of  six  days  at  most. 

84.  The  Justice  of  Peace  shall  be  bound  to  decide  the  diderence,  and 
shall  not  be  at  liberty,  under  pain  of  being  punished  ftjr  a  denial  of  jus- 
tice, to  allege  the  silence  of  the  law  on  the  case  brought  before  hin  for 
his  decision. 

S5.  Ttie  Justice  of  Peace  shall  be  bound  to  pronounce  within  twenty- 
four  hours,  at  the  utmost,  after  tire  appearance  ol  the  parties. 
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LAW,  No.  IV. 
CONCERNING  BRflKDINC;  FARMS. 

CllAPTLK    I. 

Of  the  establishment  and  adviinistrati07i  of  Lrccdincj  farms. 

Article  86.  Breeding  farms  cannot  be  established  except  in  places 
sufficiently  distant,  not  less  at  the  least  than  a  league,  from  the  planta- 
tions cultivated  for  produce. 

87.  In  future,  in  order  to  establish  a  breeding  farm  for  horned  cattle,  it 
is  necessary  to  be  a  proprietor  of  at  least  fifty  carreaux*  of  land,  pro- 
vided with  the  necessary  pasturage  ;  and  for  hogs  twenty-five  rarrcaux. 

88.  The  number  of  keepers  on  breeding  farms  cannot  exceed  five  men, 
comprising  the  master  keeper,  they  having  with  them  th«ir  wives  and 
children. 

89.  Every  keeper  of  a  breeding  farm,  who  shall  find  in  the  herds  com- 
mitted to  his  care,  or  in  the  savannahs  of  the  breeding  farm  on  whicli  he  is 
employed,  any  strange  animals,  shall  be  bound  to  give  notice  of  them 
forthwith  to  the  neighbouring  cattle  keepers;  and  if  these  animals  should 
not  belong  to  their  cattle  pens,  then  notice  of  them  shall  be  given  to  the 
officer  of  the  Rural  Police  of  the  Section. 

90.  After  these  strange  animals  shall  have  remained  three  months  in 
the  savannah  of  a  breedingfarm,  without  being  reclaimed  by  their  owners, 
they  shall  be  taken  by  the  cattle  keeper  before  the  Justice  of  Peace  of  the 
Commune,  in  order  that  they  may  be  conducted  to  liie  pound. 

91.  As  soon  as  an  animal  in  a  breedingfarm  shall  appear  to  be  attacked 
by  a  contagious  disorder,  it  must,  under  pain  of  a  fine  often  to  twenty 
dollars,  payable  by  the  cattle  keeper,  be  separated  and  shut  out  from  all 
communication  with  the  other  cattle,  in  order  to  be  taken  proper  care  of 
till  its  cure  or  death. 

92.  Every  animal  dying  in  a  breedingfarm  of  a  contagious  disorder 
shall  be  burnt  or  buried. 

93.  It  is  forbidden,  on  pain  of  a  fine  of  ten  to  twenty  dollars,  payable 
by  every  offender,  to  set  fire  to  the  savannahs  of  breeding  farms  without 
the  permission  of  the  officer  of  the  Rural  Police  of  the  Coninnme. 

94.  "NVhen  it  shall  happen  that  cattle  die,  on  ihe  plantations,  of  ordi- 
nary maladies,  or  by  accident,  if  the  proprietor  or  chief  renter  of  the 
breeding  farm  is  not  preseiit,  the  master  keeper  shall  be  bound  to  obtain 
an  attestation  cf  the  death  of  the  animal  from  the  officer  of  the  Rural 
Police,  or  from  some  oi  the  neighbours  ;  and  the  skin,  having  the  stamp 
or  mark,  shall  be  produced  to  the  proprietor,  otherwise  the  keeper  shall 
be  bound  to  replace  the  animal. 

95.  The  animals,  not  only  those  of  the  breeding  farms,  but  those  which 
are  employed  in  the  work  of  plantations,  cannot  be  stamped  except  with 
cast  stamps;  and  it  is  forbidden  to  make  marks  on  these  animals  by  the 
hand. 


*  \  carrcau  contains  about  three  acres. 
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Cl  I  A  p  r  L  K     II. 

0/  th<r  cvHtracti  betvLeni  the  proprietors  or  renters  of  breeditKj  farms  and 
those  tmployed  on  them. 

96.  The  propneturs  or  renters  of  breedirn;;;  farms  cannot  receive  on  their 
farm*  unv  keeper*  ur  other  persons,  unless  they  have  previously  coq- 
tracteil  >*ah  ihem  agreeably  lo  the  article  47,  of  Law  III. 

97.  The  obhgations  imposed  reiiprocally  on  rural  proprietors  or 
renters,  and  the  cultivators  shall  be  common  to  the  proprietors  or 
renters  of  breeding  farms,  and  all  employed  by  them,  lu  all  that  con- 
cerns tjood  order  and  the  a:eneral  police. 

96.  Neither  the  master  cattle  keeper  or  any  other  cattle  keeper  can 
receive,  on  the  breeding  farm  wliere  they  are  employed,  animals  or  cattle 
belong^mt^  to  other  people,  without  the  consent  of  the  proprietors  or 
renters  of  the  farm. 

99.  Neither  the  master  cattle  keeper  nor  the  other  keepers  shall  be 
at  liberty  to  remove  or  sell  any  animal  of  the  farm,  without  having;,  in 
writing,  the  consent  of  tlie  proprietor  or  renter,  and  without  a  permit  on 
stamped  paper  from  the  otiicer  of  the  Elural  Police  of  the  Section,  who 
sluill  be  bound  to  register  the  permit  with  the  stamp  of  the  animals. 


LAW,  No.  V. 

ON  THE  CARE  AND  MANAGEMENT  OF  THE  ANIMALS,  AND  THE 
DA.MAGE  TMEV   MAY   DO  IN  THE   FIELDS. 

100.  Cattle  belonging  to  cultivators,  shall  be  kept  in  herds  with 
those  of  the  proprietor;  and  the  keepers  shall  be  paid  their  salary,  half 
bv  the  proprietor,  and  half  by  the  cultivators. 

'  iUl.  It  is  forbidden  to  mutilate,  maim,  or  kill  beasts  of  burden,  or 
homed  cattle,  found  in  the  cultirated  land,  or  gardens,  havings  leaped 
over  or  forced  the  fences. 

102.  It  is  likewise  forbidden  to  wound  or  kill  sheep  found  in  culti- 
vated gardens,  or  enclosures. 

10:{.  Pig*  and  goats,  found  in  cultivated  gardens  and  enclosures, may 
be  killed. 

104.  The  animals  enumerated  in  .Articles  101  and  102,  which  may  be 
found  in  cultivated  gardens,  shall  be  conducted,  williin  twenty-four 
hours  after  their  seizure,  before  a  Justice  of  Peace,  lo  be  sent  to  the 
i)Ound  of  the  Commune,  if  within  that  time  the  owner  do  not  withdraw 
them  from  ihe  pen  of  the  plantation  in  the  gardens  of  which  they  may 
be  found. 

105.  The  officer  of  the  Rural  Police  shall,  wiilun  twenty-foar  hours 
after  a  declaration  by  the  parties  interested.  Be  bound  to  draw  up  a 
written  statement  of  the  damage  done  by  the  animals,  and  send  it  to 
the  Justice  of  Peace,  unless  the  due  compensation  is  voluntarily  made 
to  the  owner  of  the  damaged  garden. 

l'>6.  The  officer  of  Rural  Police  shall  take  care  to  send  the  written 
statement  to  the  Justice  of  Peace,  in  due  form  as  above,  that  the  said 
Justice  may  decide  accoiduig  lo  law. 
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107.  The  keepers  who  shall  have  suffered  the  animals  mentioned  ia 
Article  27,  to  escape,  when  committed  to  their  charge,  shall  be  bound 
to  pay  the  expenccs  attending  their  capture,  according  to  the  tarif  esta- 
blished by  law. 

108.  Proprietors,  renters,  or  managers  of  plantations,  are  expressly 
forbidden  to  make  use  in  any  manner  foi  themselves  of  the  cattle,  taken 
in  their  gardens,  durin<^  the  time  they  shall  remain  in  their  pens  before 
beintj  sent  to  the  pound ;  any  violation  of  this  article  shall  be  punished 
by  a  tine  of  five  to  fifteen  dollars. 

109.  The  seizure  of  the  animals  mentioned  in  Articles  101  and  102, 
in  gardens,  when  they  are  conducted  to  the  pound  of  the  Commune,  shall 
be  paid  for  as  follows : — For  each  of  the  horse  kind,  one  dollar ;  for  each 
ass,  seventy-five  cents  ;  for  each  horned  animal,  one  dollar  and  a  half; 
and  for  each  ram  or  sheep,  twenty-five  cents  :  one  half  to  belong  to  the 
seizor,  and  one  half  to  the  rural  guards. 

110.  When  the  animals  seized  in  gardens  shall  be  withdrawn  from 
the  pen  of  the  plantation,  before  being  sent  to  the  pound,  there  shall  then 
be  paid,  and  only  to  the  persons  who  have  taken  them,  half  the  penalty 
fixed  by  the  last  Article. 

111.  When  an  animal  seized  in  a  garden,  and  sent  to  the  pen  of  the 
plantation,  happens  to  die  by  accident,  or  otherwise,  during  the  short 
time  it  remains  there,  or  while  passing  to  the  residence  of  the  Justice  of 
Peace  of  the  Commune,  the  oflScer  of  the  Police  shall  be  bound,  by  wit- 
nesses, to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  death  of  the  animal. 

1 12.  When  the  death  of  the  animal  shall  have  been  caused  by  negli- 
gence, want  of  food,  or  violence,  the  proprietor,  renter,  or  manager  of 
the  plantation  shall  pay  its  value,  as  estimated  by  arbitrators  named 
by  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  Commune.  The  sum  thus  paid.sliall 
be  sent  to  the  public  administrator  of  the  district,  to  be  paid  to  the  owner, 
should  he  appear,  or,  failing  this,  into  the  treasury.  In  all  cases,  the 
damage  done  by  the  animal  shall  be  paid  for  out  of  these  proceeds. 

113.  When  animals  seized  in  gardens,  by  virtue  of  Article  104,  shall 
be  taken  to  the  Justice  of  Peace  of  the  Commune,  to  be  sent  to  the 
pound,  if  the  owner  consents  to  pay  the  damage  done,  and  the  expenses 
of  seizure,  before  they  enter  the  pvound,  the  Justice  of  Peace  shall 
acquiesce. 

114.  Persons  conducting  herds  of  cattle  from  one  Commune  to  an- 
other, whether  to  market,  or  for  agriculture,  shall  be  bound  to  provide 
themselves  with  a  permit,  stating  the  kind  and  number  of  the  anunals 
they  are  conducting,  their  description  and  marks. 

115.  The  permits  shall  be  delivered  either  by  the  Commandants  of  Com- 
munes ;  or  given  by  the  owners  and  examined  and  signed  by  the  Com- 
mandants ;  or  upon  certificates  furnished  by  the  officer  of  the  Rural 
Police  of  the  Sections  from  whence  the  animals  come.  These  permit* 
shall  be  registered  by  those  who  delivered  them,  and  seen  and  signed 
by  the  Commandants  of  all  the  Communes  through  which  the  herds  may 
pass. 

116.  The  conductors  of  herds,  when  met  by  the  Rural  Police  or  the 
gend'armerie,  shall  be  bound,  on  demand,  to  shew  their  permits;  and 
vvhert-  the  number  of  animal.-.,  or  their  description,  shall  not  agree  with 
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the  siatement  m  llie  jxrmit,  llu-v  may,  sliould  any  cause  ol  sMspicion 
appear,  be  arrested,  aiul  «  Jiuliuleil  lo  the  nearest  p<iSt,  willi  llie  aiii- 
ludl*,  in  order  lo  be  brought  Itefore  the  Justice  of  Peace  ot  the  Coii:iiiune. 

1  17.  it  the  parties  bruu^hl  before  the  Justice  of  IVace,  cannot  prove 
their  ri^ht  of  property  in  the  animals  for  which  there  is  no  permit,  and 
if  they  cannot  give  good  security  for  their  bringing  back  the  proof  of 
property  williin  a  time  to  be  allowed  them,  not  exceeding  fifteen  days, 
thev  shall  be  sent  lo  prison,  and  the  animals  to  the  pound. 

lis.  Within  a  njinlh  from  tlie  day  of  the  arrest,  the  Justice  of  Peace 
shall  be  bound  to  write  to  the  Justice  of  the  Commune  from  whi«  h  the 
person  imprisoned  may  have  come,  or  to  the  otHcer  of  the  Kural  Police 
of  the  Section,  (if  in  the  same  Commune,)  to  obtain  information  both 
about  the  person,  and  the  animals  stopped  :  which  information,  on 
being  received,  shall  be  for'.varded  to  the  public  adminislration,  with 
the  written  statement  of  the  Justice  of  Peace,  lo  be  used  a^  the  (ground 
of  charge  against  ihe  suspected  person,  should  cause  appear  for  prose- 
cuting; him. 


LAW,  No.  VI. 

COM  FRMNG  THE  RLKAL  I'OLRF:. 

Ti  ILK  First. 

General  Rctjulations. 

119.  The  Rural  Police  embraces  all  which  belongs  lo  the  manage- 
ment and  to  the  pro>iperity  of  rural  property. 

120.  The  Rural  Police  is  conducted,  under  the  superintendance  of 
the  Commandants  of  Departments,  and  of  the  Commandants  cf  Com- 
munes, bv  officers  of  Rural  Police  placed  in  the  Sections  of  each  Com- 
mune ;  by  ihe  rural  gu^irds,  by  the  gend'armerie,  and,  at  need,  by 
detachments  of  troops  of  the  line. 

1-21.  The  Justices  of  Peace  e.xercise  also  the  rural  police  in  the  cases 
pointed  out  by  law. 

r2'2.  The  Councils  of  Notables  of  the  Communes,  and  the  Councils  of 
A"!  iculture  are  to  assist,  at  need,  all  the  authorities  in  |>erfcclly  maintain- 
ing the  superintendance  of  the  Agiicultural  Police. 
Title  Second. 
0/  the  Superintendance. 

CuAPTFR   I. —  Of  the  hiyh  supeTintendance  of  the    Commandants  of 

Departments. 

123.  The  military  Commandant  of  the  Department  having  the  general 
superintendance  of  the  agriculture  of  the  Department  entrusted  to  him, 
unites  the  auihority  necessary  for  giving  activity  to  agriculture,  and  is 
responsible,  1st.  for  the  decay  of  cultivation  within  the  extent  of  his 
command  ;  '2d.  for  the  execution  of  the  whole  or  part  of  the  Rural  Code 
within  the  extent  of  his  Department;  3d.  for  the  negligence  of  the 
Comraanilants  of  Communes  under  his  orders,  relative  to  the  superin- 
tendance of  a  'riculture  in  the  communes  confided  to  them,  provided 
he  shall  not  have  checked  that  negligence. 

l-'4.  The  Commandant  of  the  Department  is  bound  to  make,  once  in 
every  year,  a  circuit  through  all  the  rurnl  Sections  of  the  diHercnl  Com- 
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niunes  composing  the  Department,  in  order  to  8atit>fy  himself  personally 
of  the  execution  of  the  laws,  of  the  progress  and  slate  of  industry,  and 
to  make  a  detailed  leport  upon  the  subject  to  the  President  of  Hayti 

125.  This  annual  report,  which  must  be  made  by  the  Commandants 
of  Departments  to  the  President,  shall  state  the  number  of  plantations 
kept  up  in  every  Section,  their  kind  of  cultivation,  their  improvement  or 
their  decay,  together  with  the  condition  of  the  roads  and  ways,  both 
public  and  private. 

Chaptkr  II. 
Of  the  snpcrintendancc  of  (he  Commandants  of  Places  and  Communes. 

126.  The  commandant  of  tlie  Place  or  the  Commune  has  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  Commune  entrusted  to  him.  If  he  has  under  his  orders 
cantons  or  parishes  wliich  form  military  posts,  the  Commandants  of  these 
posts  have  the  particular  oversight  of  the  cultivation  of  tlie  district  sub- 
ject to  their  command. 

127.  The  Commandant  of  the  Commune  is  responsible  for  the  de- 
crease of  cultivation  within  the  sphere  of  his  command,  if  it  proceeds 
from  the  neglect  of  any  branch  of  the  public  service. 

128.  The  Commandants  of  Places  and  Communes  are  bound  to  make, 
three  times  in  the  year,  the  circuit  of  the  diiicrenl  Sections  under  their 
command. 

120.  The  Commandant  of  the  Commune,  in  his  oireuits,  shall  visit  the 
gardens  of  produce  and  provisions,  llie  fences,  and  the  new  planlauoiis. 
He  shall  enter  into  all  the  details  pointed  out  by  the  Rural  Code,  ascor- 
tainins;'  whether  the  officer  of  the  Rural  Police  of  the  Section  has  fulhlled 
all  the  duties  imposed  upon  him  by  the  law.  He  shall  repress  whatever 
acts  of  neshgence  and  irregularity  he  shall  observe;  and  of  the  whole 
an  account  shall  be  drawn  up  in  the  prescribed  (orm  fur  each  Section  ; 
a  duplicate  of  which  shall  be  sent  to  the  Commandant  of  the  Department. 

Chapter  HI. 

Of  the  rural  sections,  of  the  officers  of  the  Rural  Police,  of  the  rural 

guards,  and  of  the  managers  and  conductors  of  plantations. 

Sect.  I. — Of  the  Rural  Sections. 

130.  The  Communes  shall,  by  an  express  regulation  oi"  the  President 
of  Ilavti  for  each  militurv  Department,  be  divided  into  agricultural  Sec- 
tions, of  about  four  leagues  each  in  the  plains,  and  in  the  mountains 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  ground. 

131.  Each  Section  shall  have  its  proper  name;  and  its  limits  and 
boundaries  shall  be  fixed- 

132.  After  the  Sections  are  formed,  the  Commandant  of  the  Commune, 
the  Council  of  Notables,  and  one  of  the  private  surveyors,  shall  prepare 
in  triplicate,  upon  sheets  endorsed  by  the  Justice  of  Peace,  schedules  of 
all  the  rural  properties  situated  in  each  Section,  with  the  names  and 
designation  of  the  proprietors,  the  extent  of  each  property,  and  the  kind 
of  tilLge  carried  on  there.  One  of  these  schedules  shall  be  deposited 
in  the  office  of  the  Commandant  of  tl.e  Commune,  one  with  the  Council 
of  Notables,  and  the  other  in  the  hands  of  the  officer  of  the  Rural  Police 
of  the  Section. 

1. '.."■.  The  Council  of  Notables  shall  furnish  to  the  Justice  of  Peace  of 
the   Coinmunc  a  collated  co})y  of  the   schedule  deposited    with  them. 
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The  Commaodanl  of  ihc  Commune  shall  furnish  to  the  Commandant  o( 
the  Department  a  copy  of  tl»e  same  schedule  deposited  in  lus  office. 
The  Coniniandant  of  tht  Dtpartnient,  after  haying  colltctod  the  schedules 
•  if  ihe  pl.intaliuns  of  all  the  Sections  of  the  Communes  tbrniing  his  I)e- 
ijjrtnieut,  shall  draw  up  a  catalogue  of  ihe  whole,  a  certified  copy  of 
which  he  shall  address  to  the  President  of  Hayti.       ' 

IJ4.  The  officer  of  the  Rural  Police  shall  give  notice  to  the  Com- 
m.mdaul  of  the  Commune,  of  every  chaiii^e  of  property  of  a  rural 
estate  situated  in  the  Section,  and  of  every  change  of  cultivation,  who 
shall  note  it  m  the  roll  tleposited  in  his  othce,  and  shall  ^rive  notice  of 
it  to  the  Commandant  of  the  Department,  who  shall  likewise  inscribe 
the  change  on  the  roll  in  his  hands,  and  inform  the  Government  of  it. 

135.  The  Council  of  Agriculture  of  the  Section,  shall  give  the  same 
notice  to  the  Council  of  Notables  of  the  Commune;  and  the'Council  of 
Notables,  after  having  noted  it,  shall  inform  the  Justice  of  Peace,  who 
shall  cause  the  change  to  be  inscribed  on  the  copy  of  the  roll  in  his 
office. 

136.  Every  year,  between  the  first  and  fifteenth  of  February,  the 
officers  of  the  Rural  Police  of  each  Section,  shall  receive  from  the  agents 
for  the  fiuancial  department  of  their  Commune,  a  certain  number  of 
stamped  lists  of  population  in  blank  ;  w4iich  they  shall  be  bound  to 
furnish  to  the  proprietor,  renter,  or  manager  of  each  plantation  ot  the 
Section,  before  the  end  of  the  month;  receiving  the  price  of  the  stamp, 
which  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  agent.  This  assessment  sliall  be  made 
as  follows  : — The  stamped  list  of  population  for  an  estate  containing  ten 
carreaux  of  land,  shall  be  twelve  and  a  half  cents ;  for  those  having 
eleven  to  twenty  carreaux,  twenty-five  cents  ;  for  twenty-one  carreaux, 
and  upwards,  fifty  cents. 

137.  The  proprietors,  renters,  or  managers  of  plantations,  shall  be 
bound  to  return  the  population  list,  filled  up  in  the  manner  there  pointed 
out.  to  the  officer  of  the  Rural  Police,  at  the  latest  on  the  OOth  of  .March 
following,  under  penalty  of  a  fine  of  fifteen  to  fifty  dollars  for  each 
neglect. 

138.  The  officer  of  the  Rural  Police  of  each  section  shall  be  bound, 
on  the  alh  of  .April  at  the  latest,  to  send  in  all  the  population  lists  of  his 
•Section,  or  to  note  the  names  of  the  defaulters,  to  the  Council  of  Nota- 
bles of  each  Commune,  under  penalty  of  sutfering  himself  the  fine  im- 
posed by  the  preceding  Article. 

139.  On  the  first  of  May  every  year,  the  Councils  of  Notables  of  every 
Commune  shall  address  to  tl>e  Government  the  original  population  lists 
which  they  have  received,  in  virtue  of  the  preceding  .\rticle. 

Sect.  II. —  Of  ike  officers  of  Rural  Police,  and  of  the  rural  guards. 

140.  In  every  rural  Section,  a  military  officer  of  subaltern  rank  (from 
•  ub-lieutenant  to  captain)  chosen  by  the  President  of  Havti,  shall  be 
stationed,  «ho  shall  be  charged  with  the  superintcndance  of  the  Section, 
and  its  police. 

141.  The  officers  of  the  Rural  Police  of  the  diflfercnt  Sections,  shall 
be  independent  of  each  other,  and  shall  have  no  relation  except 
with  the  Commandants  of  the  Commune  and  of  the  Department 
uaJcr  wfiose  orders  ihcy   arc     [jlaced  :  they  shall  correspond  moreover 
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with  the  civil  authorities,  and  shall  pay  defcrenco  to  tlieii  rrfinisitions. 

142.  The  dwelling  of  the  officer  of  the  Rural  I'olice  sluill  be  fixed  in 
the  ceotrc  of  his  Section,  and  near' the  public  road  which  travc  rscs  it. 

143.  The  officer  of  tlie  Rural  Police  is  specially  oharf^cd  to  cause 
agriculture  to  prosper  in  the  Section  confided  to  him,  and  to  cause  the 
law  and  property  to  be  there  respected,  lie  is  responsible,  in  the  ex- 
tent of  his  Section,  1.  for  the  due  execution  of  the  Rural  Codv.  in  what 
is  within  his  province,  as  well  as  of  all  other  acts  of  the  Government 
relative  to  ag;riculturc,  or  the  Rural  Police.  2.  For  every  nef^lect  in 
the  superintendance  and  manual  labour  of  the  plantations  of  the  Sec- 
tion. 3.  For  all  vajrrancies,  disorders,  and  breaches  of  police  in  the 
Section,  when  he  has  not  repressed  them,  or  reported  them  to  the  supe- 
rior authority.  He  shall  take  an  oath  before  the  Commandant  of  the 
District,  j)revious  to  enterinjr  on  the  duties  of  his  office. 

144.  The  officer  of  the  Rural  Police  shall  have  under  his  orders,  at 
a  fixed  station,  three  rural  guards,  one  of  whom  shall  be  of  the  rank  of 
quarter-master,  and  perform  the  functions  of  secretary;  one  of  the 
rank  of  bnyadicr ;  and  the  other  a  simple  dragoon.  These  rural 
guards  shall  be  sworn;  the  oath  shall  be  taken  bei'ure  the  Coniinandant 
of  the  Department. 

145.  The  officer  of  the  Rural  Police  shall  be  bomid  to  make  the  cir- 
cuit of  his  Section,  and  visit  each  plantation  in  it  once  a  week. 

146.  The  ofiicer  of  the  Rural  Police  slrall  be  ready  to  attend  to  the 
calls  of  the  proprietors,  renters,  or  managers  of  plantations,  by  day  and 
by  night,  or  to-  send  rural  guards  tliere  to  enforce  the  law,  and  to  main- 
tain order. 

147.  One  of  the  rural  guards  shall  repeat  every  week,  on  each 
plantation  of  the  Section,  the  visit  of  the  officer  of  the  Rural  Police, 
so  that  the  plantations  shall  be  visited  at  the  least  twice  every  week. 

148.  When  the  officer  of  the  Rural  Police,  or  the  rural  guards,  in 
their  ordinary  rounds,  shall  arrive  upon  a  plantation,  they  shall  address 
themselves  first  to  the  proprietor,  if  present,  or,  in  his  absence,  to  the 
chief  renter,  or  to  the  manager,  and  shall  inquire  if  every  thmg  is  in 
order :  after  this  formality,  they  shall  set  themselves  to  inspect  the 
labours,  to  satisfy  themselves  that  these  proceed  properly  ;  they  shall 
also  see  whether  all  the  labourers  are  at  work  ;  and  they  sliall  mtiuire 
the  causes  of  the  absence  of  such  as  are  not  at  work,  and  shall  act 
according  to  law. 

149.  When  an  officer  of  the  Rural  Police  of  the  Section,  is  jirevcnled 
by  any  lawful  cause  from  making  the  circuit  and  visit  re([uired  by 
articles  145  and  146,  he  shall  be  bound  to  give  notice  thereof  to  the 
Commandant  of  the  Commune,  who  shall  replace  him  by  an  ofiieer  of 
gend'armerie,  or  of  the  troops  of  the  line  quartered  in  the  ("ommune, 
while  the  impediment  lasts. 

150.  The  officer  of  the  Rural  Police,  who,  without  lawful  hindrance, 
shall  neglect  to  make  the  rounds  and  visits  required  by  the  articles 
145  and  146,  shall  suffer  a  punishment,  to  be  inflicted  by  the  Com- 
mandant of  the  Commune  ;  and  in  case  of  his  repeating  the  neglect, 
he  8hall  be  reported  to  the  Commandant  of  the  Department,  who  shall 
be  bound  to  bring  him  to  the  notice  of  the  President  of  llayti. 

J51.   Every  Sunday  morning,  the   oUicei  of  llic  Kuial  I'olicc   blull 
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be  bound  to  present  himself  m  ptison,  or  send  one  of  liis  rural  ^i;;-  ^•■» 
wiih  a  written  leporl,  to  the  commandant  of  the  Commune,  to  i:  '  <» 
him  of  whatever  remarkable  may  have  occurred  in  his  section. 

152.  The  odicer  of  the  Rural  Police,  and  the  rural  guards.  •'  'l 
rect'ive  iheir  pay  and  allowances,  accordmg  to  their  ranks,  whcr..  >  ' 
ihc  troops  of  the  line  in  active  service  shall  be  paid. 

153.  The  Statu  shall  supply  to  the  rural  guards  arms,  accoulrenu '"<-. 
and  clotlung,  as  lo  the  troops  of  ihe  line. 

154.  The  imilon.i  of  otficers  of  the  Rural  Police,  shall  be  a  l''»" 
coat,  wiih  rtaps  turned  back,  collar,  cuH's,  and  facin^^s  red,  white  Ir  '•'-.. 
white  buttons  half  arched,  wiih  a  cornucop;.i  smroundtd  l)y  tin  <  «|' 
of  liberty,  and  lor  a  lejjind,  **  Rcjjublitjue  d'Hayti,"  and  a  cockid  I'  >' 
Thev  shall  also  bear  in  silver  the  tpauh-lles  and  fiinges  of  t!n:'ir  r  n.l.->. 
wear  white  waistcoats  and  pantaloons,  and  hoisenten's  boots.  I '' >* 
of  the  rural  guards  shall  be  a  jacket  of  the  banic  colour  and  ni.iK«  ••= 
the  offic'^rs  of  tlie  Rural  Police,  with  the  marks  of  their  rank  in  i.iv  •  •  ' 
silver  or  white  worsted,  and  plated  helmets.  The  arms  sliall  lo  ihi- 
dragoon  sabre,  cartouche-bov,  and  blunderbuss  :  ihoy  shall  wear  a  i-d 
shoulder  belt  from  right  to  left,  with  "force  de  la  lui,"  written  ni"" 
it  in  Hue  letters. 

Sect.   3.  —  Of  Managers  and  Conductors  of  Plantations. 

155.  Upon  every  plantation  where  the  proprietor  is  not  resident,  md 
where  there  is  no  chief  renter  resident,  there  shall  be  a  manager  n|'- 
pointed  by  the  proprietor  or  chief  renter. 

156.  The  proprietor  or  chief  renter,  after  havingchosen  such  mannt:*^f 
as  he  pleases,  sliall  enter  into  a  mutual  contract  with  him,  l<.  lor«t 
a  uotarv,  the  terms  being  such  as  the  parlies  may  agree  upon:  i"'' 
which  the  manager  shall  be  made  known  to  the  officer  of  the  Km  '' 
Police  of  the  section. 

157.  Every  proprietor,  or  chief  renter,  of  a  rural  property  in  i  nlti- 
vation,  not  residini;  upon  it,  and  who  shall  not  have  appointed  a  nmii- 
ager  for  the  property,  shall  be  subject,  if  the  number  of  culliv.ii"0 
exceeds  ten,  to  a  fine  of  ten  to  fifty  dollars,  according  to  the  e\i'  "t 
of  the  property.  When  the  number  of  labourers  does  not  e.xcecd  ••  ", 
the  management  may  be  entrusted  to  a  conductor. 

158.  The  duties  of  the  manager  are  to  superintend,  in  the  inti  i'  si 
of  the  proprietor  who  employs  him,  the  labours  of  the  plantatiim  •"■ 
trusted  to  him. 

159.  The  managers  of  plantations  are  answerable  to  the  propri ''"'». 
or  chief  renters,  for  every  neglect  or  abandonment  of  labour  where  •*"  .« 
are  employed.  They  shall  in  such  case  be  prosecuted  i)y  the  p.iii''e 
entitled. 

1^)0.  The  manager  shall  have  the  respect  of  all  the  labourers  of  ••-*: 
estate  where  he  is  employed. 

161.  Upon  an  estate  where  the  fields  or  gardens  are  divided  iin  .'-i^ 
associations  working  for  half,  or  among  sub-tenants,  each  he adm  •'>  '^ 
such  association,  and  each  .sub-tenant,  l)ecomes  the  conduc;or  of  >•**' 
own  working  party,  or  of  his  association.  He  is  answerable  for  *^  '- 
labour  of'h:8  associates. 

16'--  The  duties  of  the  conductors  are,  to  cause  ilie  work  to  he  'I     •' 
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by  the  labouring  parties  entruBted  to  them,  under  the  direction  of  the 
proprietor,  chief  renter,  or  manager. 

163.  The  conductors  shall  be  answerable  for  all  neglect  of  work  ; 
for  all  absence,  without  lawful  authority,  of  the  labourers  ;  and  for 
all  disorders  and  vagrancies  of  the  labourers  ;  when  they  shall  not 
have  reported  the  same  to  the  competent  aiMhorities. 

164.  The  conductors  shall  be  paid  from  the  proceeds  of  the  produce 
raised  by  the  labourers  they  direct,  according  to  article  .07,  of  Law, 
No.  3. 

Chaptkr.  1V^ 

Of  the  Council  of  Agriculture  in  the  Rural  Sections. 

165.  On  the  first  of  May  in  every  year,  being  the  day  of  the  Festival 
of  Agriculture,  the  Commandant  of  each  Commune,  the  Justice  of 
Peace,  and  the  Council  of  Notables,  shall  conjointly  select  from  each 
rural  Section,  three  of  the  most  respectable  citizens,  being  proprietors, 
chief  renters,  or  managers,  to  form  the  Council  of  Agriculture  of  the 
Section. 

166.  The  selection  of  the  members  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture 
shall  be  immediately  communicated,  by  the  Commandant  of  the  Com- 
mune, to  the  Commandant  of  the  Department,  who  shall  communicate 
it  to  the  Government. 

167.  The  members  of  the  Councils  of  Agriculture  shall  be  in  oflPice 
for  one  year  only;  but  they  may  be  re-elected  each  year,  if  they  have 
shewn  zeal  in  the  execution  of  their  duties  during  the  former  year. 

,:  168.  The  Councils  of  Agriculture  being  composed  of  persons  culti- 
vating the  soil,  and  interested  in  the  preservation  of  good  order  in  the 
rural  administration,  each  of  the  members  is  bound,  without  essentially 
deranging  his  own  affairs,  to  inquire  into  all  that  passes  in  his^  Section, 
in  order  to  report  to  the  Council  of  Notables. 

169.  The  business  of  the  Councils  of  Agriculture  is,  1.  To  see  that 
the  laws  relating  to  cultivation,  are  not  infringed  in  their  execution. 
2.  To  endeavour,  by  new  experiments,  and  by  maintaining  concord 
among  all  those  interested  in  cultivation,  to  increase  progressively  its 
results  ;  3.  To  communicate  to  the  Council  of  Notables,  and  to  the 
military  authorities,  every  abuse  or  neglect  which  maj  occur  in  the 
Section  which  they  inhabit. 

170.  The  members  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture  are  to  correspond, 
individuallv  or  collectively,  with  the  functionaries  or  nutliorilics  witli 
vv'hom  they  are  required  to  have  relations. 

171.  The  office  of  a  nieinber  of  t!ie  Cmuic;!  of  Agrii-nlture  is 
honorary. 

TmuD   Tiii-K. 

Of  the  Rural  Police. 

172.  The  Rin-il  Police  is  to  be  specially  administered  by  the  ofTicers 
charged  with  the  rural  Sections  of  the  Communes,  assisted  by  rural 
guards. 

173.  The  Rural  Police  has  for  its  objects,  1.  To  repress  vagrancy. 
2.  Order  and  assiduity  in  the  labours  of  the  field.  3.  Tiie  discipline 
of  the  labouring  population.  4.  The  making  and  rep:i'ring  pnhlic  ami 
private  roads. 
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CmM'ILU    I. 
Of  the  litjjrcistOJi  of  Vayiancij. 

17  1.  All  persons  who  shall  not  be  proprielon,  or  renli'rs  «.  l"  the  himl 
on  \sliich  ihey  are  lixccl,  or  who  shall  tiot  have  contratlid  wiih  soiiu- 
uroprielor  or  chief  renter,  bhall  he  repuleil  v;»i;rants,  and  shall  be  ar- 
rrsled  by  the  rural  police  of  the  Section  in  winch  they  may  be  fouml, 
anil  carried  before  the  Justice  of  Peace  of  the  (.'oinmune. 

17.'>.  The  Justice  of  Peace,  at'ter  interro<j^atin^  and  hearing:  the  per- 
son broui^hl  before  hiin,  shall  make  known  the  law  which  obhf;es  hini 
to  employ  himself  in  agricultural  labour;  and  alter  thai  iiotu-«',  he  shall 
detain  hini  in  prison,  until  he  shall  have  contracted  accordin^j  to  the 
terms  of  the  law. 

ITti.  The  Justice  of  Peace  shall  lake  care  the  person  arri  sted  shall 
make  his  own  choice  of  the  proprietor,  or  chief  renter,  or  Mib-ieiiant, 
or  headman  of  an  association,  with  whom  he  may  contract. 

177.  If  after  eight  days  detention,  the  detaitud  has  not  t.ikiii  mea- 
sures for  engaging  in  agricultural  employment,  he  shall  be  sent  to  the 
public  works,  for  cleaning  the  city  or  town  where  the  prison  is  situated, 
and  there  he  shall  be  employed  until  he  determines  to  contract  to  en- 
^a"e  in  rural  labour.  Any  person  who  withdraws  any  of  these  detained 
persons  from  the  public  works,  to  employ  them  in  private  work,  shall 
be  subject  to  a  fine  of  tifty  dollars,  of  which  a  moiety  shall  be  jmid  to 
ihe  deUined  person  coraplaiuing. 

178.  If  the  person  arrested  be  a  minor,  the  Justice  of  Peace  shall 
inquire  fur  his  parents,  and  send  him  to  join  them,  to  follow  their  con- 
dition of  life. 

170.  .After  three  months  from  tlie  publication  of  this  lode,  ri>'or 
sljall  be  employed  against  delintiuents. 

180.  Every  person  Hxed  in  the  country  as  a  cultivator,  who  shall  on 
a  working  day,  and  during  the  hours  of  labour,  be  found  unem- 
ployed, or  running  about,  or  lounging  on  the  public  roads,  shall  be 
considered  as  idle,  and  shall  in  conseijuence  be  arrested,  and  taken 
before  the  Justice  of  Peace,  who  shall  send  him  to  prison  tor  twenty - 
four  hours,  tor  the  first  otl'eiice ;  and  shall  send  him  to  public  labour  in 
ilie  town  oQ  a  repetition  of  it. 

181.  The  othcers  of  the  Rural  Police,  shall  take  care  that  vagrants 
;ind  idlers  do  not  conceal  themselves  under  the  garb  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  difierent  corps.  When  they  discover,  in  the  Sections  under  their 
su|)Orintendance,  men  whom  they  do  not  personally  know  to  be  in 
active  service  in  the  corps  whose  uniform  they  wear,  they  shall  arrest 
them,  and  send  them  to  the  military  commandant  of  the  Commune,  to 
ascertain  if  the  individual  arrested  with  the  imifornj  of  a  corps  really 
belongs  to  it.  If  the  parly  prove  not  to  be  a  soldier,  he  shall  be  put 
in  prison,  according  to  article  17.0,  until  he  enter  into  a  contract  to 
labour  in  agriculture. 

182.  The  oHicers  of  the  Rural  Police,  shall  take  care  that  in  the 
resiK'Ctive  Sections  under  their  command,  no  person  shall  hve  iu  idle- 
n«ss.  To  this  end,  they  have  authority  to  oblige  such  persons  as  an- 
employed  in  labour,  to  give  acconul  of  the  nature  of  then  occupations. 
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aticl  if  tliey  cannot  prove  that  they  cultivate  t'je  soil,  or  nic  enu.h.ve.j 
on'brcediiip  farms,  accordino-  to  the  Law,  No.  IV.,  they  shall  In:  vunn. 
dered  as  without  a  living,  and  shall  be  arrested  as  vagrants. 

Chapter  II. 
Of  order  and  assiduity  in  rural  labour. 

183.  The  labours  of  the  field  shall  commence  on  Monday  momiii? 
not  to  cease  until   Friday  evening,  (legal  holidays  excepted).     H„|  j,i 
extraordinary  cases,   when  the  interest  of  the  cultivators  as  well  „„  of 
the  proprietors  requires  it,  work  shall  be  continued  until  Salurdiiy. 

184.  On  working-days,  tlie  ordinary  labour  of  the  field  sliull  ro,,,. 
mence  at  day-dawn  and  continue  until  mid-day,  with  the  inti-rvul  of 
half  an  hour  for  breakfast,  which  shall  be  taken  on  the  spot  where 
they  arc  at  work.  In  the  afternoon,  the  labour  shall  commence  m  two 
o'clock,  to  continue  until  sun-set. 

185.  Pregnant  females  shall  be  employed  on  light  work  only  ;  nnd 
after  the  fourth  month  of  pregnancy,  they  shall  not  be  liable  to  woik  in 
tlie  field. 

186.  Four  months  after  delivery,  they  shall  be  bound  to  jnmime 
labour;  but  they  shall  not  be  at  work  until  one  hour  after  min-iige 
to  quit  it  at  eleven  o'clock,  and  from  two  o'clock  until  one  hour  before 
sun-set. 

187.  No  cultivator  fixed  on  a  rural  property,   shall  absent  hinisclf 
from  the  labour  assigned  him,  without  the  permission  of  the  umnnirc, 
in  the  absence  of  the  proprietor  or  chief  renter,  who  shall  not  give  this 
permission  unless  the  case  be  urgent. 

Chapter  III. 
Of  the  discipline  of  the  labourers. 

188.  The  labourers  upon  rural  properties  shall  be  obedient  tr»  the 
conductors  of  the  works,  to  the  headmen  of  associatiouh,  to  the 
sub-tenants,  chief  renters,  proprietors,  -and  managers,  whciicvit  thev 
are  called  upon  to  execute  the  labours  for  which  they  have  coniriKied 

189.  Every  act  of  disobedience  or  insult,  on  the  part  of  a  w(,i|(,nan 
commanded   to  do   any  work  which   he  has  enf,raged  to  do  by  n  r(.f.\[ 
procal   contract  or  agreement,    shall   be   punished   by    impribontncnt 
according  to  the  exigency  of  the  case,  and  according  to  the  dct.uK,,,  of 
the  Justice  of  Peace  of  the  Commune. 

190.  Saturdays,  Sundays,  and  Holidays,  being  at  the  dinr.fmal  of 
the  cultivators,  they  shall  not  be  permitted,  on  working  dayh.,  to  nuit 
their  work,  to  indulge  in  dancing  or  feasting,  neither  by  ni^rlit  nor 
by  day.  Ofl'enders  against  this  rule,  shall  be  subject  to  tintM  days 
imprisonment  for  the  first  offence,  and  to  six  days  for  a  repelilion  of  it. 

Chapter  IV. 

On  the  making  and  repairinr/  the  public  roads. 

191.  The  ■Ipublic  roads  shall  be  kept  up  and  repaired  by  (|,f;  j^. 
bourers,  in  turn,  of  the  whole  Section  they  pass  through,  wlimever 
their  state  of  injury  may  require  repair.  The  private  roads  nhuU  in 
like  manner  be  kept  in  order  by  the  cultivators  of  the  cbtaten  of  fhe 
Section  who  arc  iu  the  habit  of  using  them. 


:j5-2  ulkal  coufi  «>f   havk. 

\\)1.  W'heuever  a  public  or  private  nuiJ  needs  repair,  llw  off',  i  »l 
ihe  Rural  Fulice  shall  give  iiulice  of  a  to  the  Coiumai.danl  vi  .  h" 
L'uiniftiitie. 

19}.  ll"  the  repairs  are  of  small  irnporl.mce,  the  Comniandan."  of  ;  «■• 
ComrnuDc  shall  order  them  to  be  done.  But  if  they  require  ir.  >> 
hands,  he  shall  t^ive  notice  of  il  to  the  Coininandanl  of  the  Uepartm<  ul 
thai  It  may  be  pr.iiiptly  uccelLTuted.  Ihe  Council  of  A^rioul:utv 
u(  the  Section  shall  inform  the  Council  of  Notables  of  the  work  wliu'h 
•  s  to  be  done. 

194.  The  number  ol  labourers  necessary  for  any  particular  r-p^ur, 
shall  be  taken  from  the  plantation  rolls  mentioned  in  article  I.V-,  <» 
proportion  to  the  labouring  population  of  each,  which  is  bound  to  u>''<>l 
in  the  work. 

195.  Those  proprietors  who  have  not  four  labourers  ailacln  .1  li> 
their  estate,  shall  in  no  case  furnish  more  than  one  labourer  \\>\  ihc 
repairs  of  roads. 

196.  Every  cultivator  ordered  to  work  in  repairing  the  road?,  «ho 
shall  not  come  to  that  work,  shall  pay  a  tine  of  six  quarter  dui!  u* 
a  week,  or  be  imprisoned  for  one  week,  and  this  shall  not  e.xempl  hn" 
from  v»(jrking  the  week  following. 

197.  Kvery  proprietor,  or  chief  nnter  of  a  plantation,  who,  h.»Mi>k; 
received  a  demand  for  labourers,  shiU  not  furnish  ihiiu,  shall  be  h.ihle 
to  a  tine  of  three  dollars  tor  each  l.ibourer  not  furnished  ;  half  tlio  ime 
to  be  paid  to  the  chest  of  fines,  ami  half  to  be  employed  in  repl.MiUjj 
the  labourers. 

198.  Labourers  called  out  to  repair  the  roads,  shall  bring  the  t."'ls 
and  agricultural  msiruments  used  on  the  plantation,  olheiwise  ihn 
officer  of  the  Rural  Polue  shall  furnish  them  with  'ocls  witli  ulmh  he 
IS  t.>  be  supplied  by  the  .idministralion,  and  upon  the  report  of  it  1»  luK 
made  to  the  Justice  of  Peace  of  the  Commune,  he  shall  stutencc  lliu 
pr(»(iriet<ir  of  the  plantation  to  which  the  defaulters  may  belong,  or  h|i 
represenlcitive,  to  reimburse  to  the  admimstralion  double  the  va!uo  of 
the  tools  furnishrd. 

199.  When  means  of  transport  are  wanted  for  the  repair  of  puhh"" 
or  private  roads,  the  estates  having  wains  or  carts  shall  send  tliiiu  ; 
in  default  of  wains  or  carts,  cattle  shall  be  supplied. 

•200.  The  supply  of  eight  beasts  of  burden,  shall  be  equal  to  ilf 
supply  of  one  carl  with  its  team. 

"iol.  No  person  shall,  for  his  private  interests,  take,  from  the  repair 
of  the  roads,  those  who  are  sent  to  work  upon  them.  Every  one  «  on- 
iravening  this  order  shall  pay  rilty  dollars  for  each  labourer  so  wiih- 
drawn,  even  for  one  day.  The  director  of  the  work  shall  call  over  iho 
labourers  every  morning,  to  ascerluin  their  presence. 

202  The  labourers  ordered  on  the  public  roads,  shall  present  linin- 
selves  on  .Monday  morning,  not  to  quit  while  the  work  shall  last,  uuid 
Friday  evening. 

Passed  in  the  Chamber  of  Commons,  at  Port-au-Prince,  on  'lie 
2  I  at  of  April,  lb20,  2.3d  year  of  Independence. 

MvzAiNE,  President  of  the  Chamber. 
Pre.  JuNC.*,  and  Ardolis,  Secretarie" 
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The  Senate  decrees  tlio  acceptanre  of  the  Rural  Ctulf  ol"  II:iyii, 
which  shall  be  sent,  within  twenty-lour  hours,  to  the  Presiiieul  of  Hayli, 
to  have  his  execution,  in  the  manner  hxcd  by  the  Conslitutinn.  At 
the  National  House  at  Port-au-Prince,  this  4th  of  May  182G,  '2.]d  \ear 
of  Independence. 

P.  RouANF.z,  President  of  the  Senate. 
Gayot,  and  F.  Dlbreuil,  Secretaries. 

In  the  Na7nc  of  the  Republic  : 

The  President  of  Hayti  orders,  that  the  above  Laws,  constituting 
the  Rural  Code  of  Hayti,  be  sealed  with  tiie  Seal  of  tlie  Republic,  and 
be  published  and  executed. 

Given  at  the  National  Palace  of  Port-au-Prince,  this  (itli  of  May, 
1826,  23d  year  of  Independence. 

BOYF.U. 

By  the  President,  B.  In(.inac,  Secretary-General. 


Such  js  the  Rural  Code  of  Hayti.  We  shall  be  excused  for  exa- 
mining its  provisions  at  some  length,  in  order  that  the  dishonourable 
pains  which  have  been  taken  to  pervert  its  meaning  may  be  frustrated, 
and  its  real  nature  and  bearing  fully  understood. 

The  West  Indian   party,  not  content  with  afhrming  that  tiiis  law  in- 
volves, to  a  certain  degree  and  in  certain  cases,  the  principle  of  com- 
pelling agricultural  labour,  (a  principle  which,  as  we  shall  see,  the  laws 
of  England   itself  do  also  involve,)  have  endeavoured  to  show  that  its 
principle   is  identically  the  same  with   that  of  the  slave  codes  of  our 
own  Colonies,  and  especially  with  the  code  of  Jamaica.     To  prove  this 
favourite   point,   they  set  out   with  imposing  on  the  public  a  forged 
and  mangled  document,  as  a  proclamation  of   the  Haytian  Govern- 
ment; and  instead  of  giving  us  tlie  code  itself,   they  gave  u?,  in  the 
first  instance,  their  own  comment  upon  it,  which  was  to  this  effect, 
that  the  driving  s'/stcm  was  in  full  operation  in  Hayti; — and  when,  by 
the  arrival  of  the  document  itself  in  this  country,  the  truth  of  the  case 
could   no  longer  be    concealed,  it  became   necessary  to  endeavour  to 
make  their  manner  of  translating  it,  into  English,  afford  some  colour 
to  such  a  representation.     Within  the  whole  range  of  this  code,  how- 
ever,   they  have   been    able   to  find    only  a  single  expression   which 
could  be  bent  to  serve    this    dishonest    purpose.     The    word    "  con- 
ducteur"  they  have  been  compelled  to  translate  by  tlie  word  "  driver," 
that  is  to  say,  by  a  word  which,    to  an  English  ear,   represents  a  man 
wieldino-  the  cart-whij),   and   impelling  the  labour  of  his  fellows  by  its 
infliction.     And   on    this   gross  and  wilful  perversion  is   the  whole  of 
their  hypot!ie.sis   on  the  subject  of  driving   founded.     Compulsory 
labour   by  the  cart-whip,    we   all   know,    is  the  main  and  leading  and 
essential  feature  of  our  slave  system;   with  which  indeed  the  express 
declarations   of  Trinidad  and  other  Colonies,   and  the  recent  conduct 
of  the  Jamaica  Assembly  prove   it  to  be  essentially  inte.wovcn,  nay, 
absolutely  identified,  in  the  minds  of  our  Colonists  generally.    Now  all 
idea  of  such  compulsion  is  so  comi.letely  and  entirely  excluded  by  the 
Havtian  law,   that  even   tie   far-fetched   construction   of  a  pailicular 
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phraie,  could  it  be  cilablishcd,  would  not  vary  iIil'  uiulwublcd  ror- 
tainly  of  that  excluaion.  But  the  phrase  ilst-lt  will  not  boar  the 
forced  construction  put  upon  it.  The  well  known  and  universal 
terra  for  dnier,  in  all  the  French  slave  colonies,  and  in  the  works  of 
all  French  writers  on  the  subject,  is  not  "  conc/iufe^ur "  but  "  lom- 
rnandt'ur."  We  speak  with  perfect  confidence  on  this  point.  The 
most  comnjon  application  of  the  term  condncttur,  in  France,  is  to  the 
man  who  accompanies  the  Uilij^euces  in  that  country,  with  functions 
corresponding  to  the  [guards  of  our  mail  coaches  ;  and  it  is  also  em- 
ployed to  siijuify  a  /orcman,  such  as  is  to  be  found  in  every  lar^e 
printing  ottice,  or  uoikshop,  and  m  every  large  collection  of  labourers 
in  this  country.  That  the  word  conducteur  is  sometimes  applied  to 
persons  in  charge  of  cattle  is  true,  and  then  it  corresponds  to  the  well 
known  term  in  this  country  of  drover,  the  person  employed  to  guide 
and  conduct  them  on  their  way. 

But  supposing  the  point  to  be  yielded,  and  that  conducteur  may  be 
rendered  by  the  word  dnver ;  yet  we  Hud  him  here,  iinhappilv  for  our 
West  Indian  commentators,  divested  of  the  essential  attributes  of  a 
Jamaica  or  a  Barbadoes  driver.  He  wants  tlie  driving  instrument. 
He  is  without  his  carl-whip.  That  execrable  engine  of  exaction  and 
oppression  has  no  place  in  the  Haytian  code.  And  let  it  not  be  sup- 
posed that  this  is  a  trivial  or  unimportant  point  of  difference.  It  is 
most  vital.  What,  for  example,  has  been  one  of  the  main  causes 
why  neirro  life  has  been  wasting,  and  sliil  is  wasting,  with  a  feartul 
rapidity,  in  our  slave  colonies  ?  It  has  been  the  presence  of  the  cart- 
whip,  in  the  hands  of  the  driver,  to  which,  even  the  Assembly  of 
Jamaica  still  cling  with  a  fond  tenacity,  refusing  not  only  to  abolish 
its  use  as  the  stimulus  to  labour,  but  as  the  instrument  of  inHicting 
torture  on  the  delicate  limbs  even  of  the  female  slave. — And  what  has 
been  the  cause  that  in  the  last  twenty-two  years,  while  the  British 
slave  population  has  been  wasting  away,  the  negro  population  of  Hayli 
has  more  than  doubled  its  numbers  ?  It  has  been  the  absence  of  that 
torturing  impulse.  We  want  nothing  but  this  one  fact  to  satisfy  us,  to 
satisfy  any  man  of  common  rcriection,  any  man  who  is  not  blindly 
wedded  to  the  West  Indian  system  with  all  its  murderous  tendencies, 
or  who  does  not  feel  that  his  own  character  is  involved  in  discovering 
$ome  plausible  apology  for  defending  it; — we  want  nothing  but  this 
to  satisfy  us  of  the  wide,  ihe  inhnitc,  distance  there  is  between  that 
system  and  the  system  prevailing  in  Hayti.  Let  ten  times  more  fraud 
and  imposture  be  practised,  let  fresh  proclamations  be  forged,  let  tVesh 
mistranslations  be  invented,  and  fresh  misrepresentations  multiplied  ; — 
all  will  weigh  as  nothing,  in  the  face  of  the  impregnable  fact,  that 
the  population  of  Hayii  is  most  rapidly  increasing,  while  that  of  our 
slave  and  sugar  colonies  continues,  from  year  to  year,  and  from  day  to 
day,  to  moulder  away.  This  is  enough  to  satisfy  the  statesman  and 
the  phi!aiilhro[iist,  without  any  aid  from  the  new  lights  of  .Major 
Moody's  philosophy  of  labour,  so  happily  and  eticctually  extinguished 
in  the  last  number  of  the  Edinburgh  Review. 

AikI  here  let  it  not  be  supposed  tliat  all  this  la  mere  idle  declama- 
tion, ih.e  hundredth  repetition,  even  to  nausea,  of  some  stale,  obsolcU», 
Jiud  aiili<|ualed  apjKiKlage  of  colonial  slavery,  which,  a  utw  era  having 
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))eguii  its  course,  wo  nnisl  Mot  from  our  memories;  conlcni|>l;itiiii^  not 
U'lmt  slavery  was,  but  only  what  it  lias  become  under  the  mild  and  be- 
nignant reforms  which  tlie  temperate  and  juc'icious  philanthrojiy  of  the 
West-Indian  legislatures  has  introduced. — Beit  6o.  We  will  even  take  the 
very  latest  example  of  colonial  reform  and  mitigation.  It  is  iiow  before 
lis  in  the  shai)e  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  Jamaica,  jmssed  only 
lour  months  ago,  and  bearing  date  the  2'2d  of  December,  18'2(.).  Of 
this  act  the  37th  clause  rulis  thus.  "And  in  oudi  k  to  klstuain 
AUBiiKAHY  piNisuMENTs,  be  it  further  enacted,  that  no  slave,  on 
any  j^lantation  or  settlement,  or  in  any  of  the  workhouses  or  gaols  in 
this  island,  shall  receive  any  moiii:  than  tln  i.asuks  at  one  time 
and  for  one  otience,  unless  the  owner,  attorney,  guardian,  executor, 
administrator,  or  overseer,  of  such  plantation  or  settlement,  having 
such  slave  in  his  care,  or  keeper  of  such  workliouse,  or  keeper  of  such 
gaol  shall  be  present;  and  that  no  such  owner,  attorney,  guardian, 
executor,  administrator,  or  overseer,  workhouse-keeper,  or  gaol- 
keeper,  shall,  on  any  account,  punish  aslave  with  more  than  thuity- 
MNE  L ASHES  at  one  time  and  for  one  offence,  nor  inflict,  nor  sutier  to 
be  inflicted,  such  last-mentioned  punishment,  nor  anv  other  number  of 
lashes  on  the  same  day,  nor  until  the  delinquent  has  recovered  from 
the  elTect  of  any  former  punishment,  under  a  penally  not  less  than  ten 
pounds,  nor  more  than  twenty  pounds,  for  every  oHence,"  &c. 

Such  is  the  law  passed,  by  the  enlightened  legislature  of  Jamaica,  in 
December,  1826,  and  which  is  applicable  to  every  slave,  man,  woman, 
or  child  in  that  island.  By  that  law  the  drive?-  may  inflict  ten  lashes  ; — 
and  the  owner  and  overseer,  nay,  the  gaol-keeper  and  workhouse- 
keeper,  the  attorney,  guardian,  and  administrator  may,  each  and  every 
one  of  tliem,  inflict  thirty-nine  lashes,  on  the  bare  posteriors  of  any 
and  everv  slave,  man,  woman,  or  child  in  the  island,  without  a  trial, 
without  the  order  of  a  magistrate,  for  no  defined  oflence,  but  merely 
because  he  (the  owner,  &c.)  is  oflendcd ;  nor  can  he,  bij  any  taw,  be 
called  to  answer  for  such  conduct.  Nay,  the  clause  is  liamed  for  the 
express  purpose  of  protecting  him  against  all  responsibility  ibr  so  doing. 
And  yet,  in  mockery,  as  it  were,  this  clause  is  called  a  clause  to  ui- 
sTHAiN  Aur.iTUAY  I'L'M  sii  M  i.NTs  !  It  is  a  Hiost  singular  fact,  that  in 
the  new  rural  code  of  Jamaica,  by  which  this  arbitrary  and  uncon- 
trolled power  of  the  cart-whip  is  established,  the  word  driver  does  not 
once  appear  :  it  is  studiedly  withdrawn  from  view.  And  yet  the  in- 
genuity which  has  so  dexterously  su[)pressed  it  in  the  rural  code  of 
Jamaica,  can  tiiid  it  in  that  of  Hayli. 

Let  our  readers  turn  for  a  moment  to  our  Reporter,  No.  21,  pp.  30(), 
307,  and  there  see  the  terms  in  which  Mr.  Barrett,  himself  a  planter 
and  a  member  of  the  Jamaica  legislature,  speaks  of  the  torturing  in- 
strument, whose  universal  predomiuance  is  thus,  in  the  year  1827,  re- 
newed and  established  on  every  plantation,  and  over  every  slave  in 
Jamaica. — "It  is,"  says  he,  "abase,  cruel,  debasing  instrument  of 
torture.  Every  being  whose  heart  is  not  callous  pants  for  its  abolition. 
Its  fellows  are  the  rack  and  the  thumb-screw.  Thiity-nine  lashes  of 
this  horrid  instrument  may  be  made  more  grievous  than  five  hundred 
lashes  with  a  cat.'' — And  this  torture,  these  lacerations  are  inflicted, 
i-ontmues  Mr.  Barrett,   "  at  t/n  ^deai^un.  of  an  iiulnidKul,   at  Ins  sole 
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coiH'iiand,  lis  C'lpnce  or  pasnon  diLtutti,"  soractiiius  by  one  s!i\o  '•at 
\ui  discretion  on  another  slase."  >'.aiL'liines  by  tb2  urdors  iJ"  "ilie 
book-keeper,  or  overset-r,  or  proprielur  C)l  tlie  lowest  Older." 

Only  mati'li  lliis  single  enacfnteut  .li^'ainsl  all  the  severities  of  I'ue 
Havlian  c«tle,  "jint  and  severe"  as  they  are  represented  to  be,  u:.il  llity 
all  at  once  assume  au  aspect  of  lenity  and  indulgence. 

But  to  come  to  these  "jusl"  yet  "severe"  enactments,  whiih  have 
infused  such  joy  into  the  nuiids  of  all  the  wicUlers  and  advocates  of  the 
cart-whip,  and  which  they  seem  to  H  ilter  themselves  are  to  establish 
its  empire  for  ever;  the  only  coinmoiil  we  shall  deem  it  necessary  to 
make  upon  them,  in  the  mass,  will  be  taken  fiom  the  "  Commentaries 
on  the  Laws  of  En^Lind  in  Five  Buuks,  by  Sir  William  Blackstone, 
one  of  the  Justices  of  His  Mjjisty's  Cuuit  of  Common  Pleas,  (the 
Klevenlh  Kdition  ;)  "  who,  in  the  same  breoth  that  he  dcclaies  that 
"  the  law  of  England  abhors  and  will  not  endure  the  existence  of 
slavery  within  this  nation,"  ^Book  I.  p.  424,)  yet  adds,  "  The  tirst  sort 
of  servants  acknowledged  by  the  law  of  England  are  menial  servants  ; 
so  called  from  being  intra  nuenia,  or  domestics.  The  contract  between 
them  and  their  masters  arises  upon  the  hiring.  If  the  luring  be  general, 
without  any  particular  lime  limited,  the  law  construes  it  to  be  hiring  for 
a  year,  upon  a  principle  of  natural  e«juity  that  the  servant  shall  serve, 
and  the  master  maintain  him,  throughout  all  the  revolutions  of  the 
respective  seasons,  as  well  when  there  is  work  to  be  done  as  when  there 
is  not  ;  but  the  contract  may  be  made  for  any  larger  or  smaller  term. 
All  single  men  between  twelve  years  old  and  sixty,  and  married  ones 
under  thirty  years  of  age,  and  all  single  women  between  twelve  and 
forty,  7iot  having  any  visible  livelihood,  are  compellable,  by  two  Jus- 
tices, to  go  out  lo  service  in  iiisnASURY,  or  certain  spenjic  trades, 
for  the  promotion  oj'  honest  industry  :  and  no  master  can  put  away  his 
servant,  or  serva.it  leave  his  master,  after  being  so  retained,  either 
be/ore  or  at  the  end  of  his  term,  wiiliout  a  tjuarler's  warning,  unless 
upon  reasonable  cause,  to  be  alloivtd'by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  :  but 
they  may  part  by  consent,  or  make  a  special  bargain."    Book  I.  p.  42.5. 

Ag-ain  :  "  \  third  species  of  servants  arc  labourers,  who  are  only 
hired  by  the  dav  or  the  »veek,  and  do  not  live  intra  mania,  as  part  of 
the  family  ;  concernmg  whom  the  statutes  before  cited,  (5  Eliz.  c.  4. 
and  t)  Ceo.  III.  c.  2(5,)  have  made  many  very  good  regulations: 
1,  LHrecting  that  all  persons  who  have  no  visible  effects  may  be  »  om- 
PELLED  to  work:  2,  Dejining  now  lom;  they  must  continue  at  work 
tn  summer  and  in  winter:  3,  Punishing  iuch  as  Itavr  or  desert  their 
work  :  4,  Einpuwertng  the  Justices  at  Sessions,  or  the  Sheriff  of  the 
county  to  settle  their  wages:  and,  5,  Injiicttng  penalties  on  such  as 
either  give  or  exact  more  wages  than  are  so  settled."   Book  I.  p.  427. 

The  parallel-sin  between  the  "  very  good  regulations"  of  Mr.  Justice 
Blackstone,  and  the  provisions  of  the  Havtiaii  Code,  is  certainly  not  a 
little  remarkiibl-?.  We  are  not  bound,  neither  are  we  disposed,  to  be- 
stow any  laudatory  epithets  either  on  the  laws  of  Elizabeth  or  of  Ceorge 
the  Third,  to  which  Sir  William  Blackstone  has  referred  us;  or  on  the 
corresponding  clauses  of  the  Haytian  Code.  We  merely  maintain,  and 
it  is  all  that  our  purpose  requires  us  lo  maintain,  that,  be  the  policy 
or  the   humanitv  of  those  clauses  what   it  mav,  they  are  to   the   full 
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as  good,  nay,  in  some  material  respects  better,  than  the  laws  on  which 
the  learned  and  liberal  Judge  has  bestowed  his  commendation.  In  the 
case  of  Hayti  also,  those  parts  of  Major  Moody's  now  demolished 
philosophy  of  labour  which  were  founded  on  the  offensive  smell,  the 
colour,  the  hair,  and  the  features,  and  other  peculiarities  of  tlie  negro 
race,  can  have  no  application  ;  because  the  framers  and  executors  of 
the  law  are  of  the  same  flesh,  and  blood,  and  colour,  and  smell,  with  the 

subjects  of  them,  these  being  the  common   inheritance  of  all  ranks. 

Further,  the  lowest  Haytian  has  just  the  same  prospect  of  seeing  his 
descendant  rise  to  distinction  in  his  native  island,  as  the  meanest  Briton 
has  of  seeing  his  children  attain  to  eminence  in  the  various  walks  of 
life, — in  commerce  and  literature,  in  arts  and  arms,  in  the  judicial,  le- 
gislative and  ecclesiastical  departmenls  of  this  great  and  civilized 
empire.  The  chain,  therefore,  which,  in  our  colonies,  still  binds  the 
negro  and  tethers  him  to  the  earth ;  in  Hayti  is  broken.  He  stands 
there  erect  in  all  the  dignity  of  man.  He  is  emancipated  from  the 
fetters  which,  in  our  colonies,  are  wound  around  both  his  bodv  and  his 
soul.  That  corporeal  degradation  and  intellectual  debasement,  which 
Major  Moody  concurs  with  experience  in  teaching  us  to  be  inseparable 
from  the  condition  of  the  white  man's  negro  slave,  are  no  longer,  in 
Hayti,  the  necessary  adjuncts  of  a  negro  skin,  or  even  of  a  remote 
rcc;ro  descent.  \Vcre  the  provisions  of  the  Ixural  Code  infinitely  more 
oujoctioi^.able  than  we  admit  a  few  of  them  to  be,  the  work  of  the 
actual  emancipation,  and  of  the  future  moral  and  intellectual  elevation 
of  the  negro  race,  would  not  be  the  less  certain  in  its  progress  and 
consummation  ;  nay,  we  are  not  sure  that  it  may  not  be  accelerated 
by  the  very  circumstances  which  excite  the  virtuous  indignation  of  the 
advocates  of  slavery.  With  all  its  defects,  therefore,  we  must  and 
will  rejoice  in  the  Haytian  code,  the  result  of  Haytian  intelligence,  the 
proof  of  Haytian  freedom,  and  the  pledge  of  Haytian  improvement. 
It  is  quite  enough  to  satisfy  the  warmest  wishes  of  the  best  friends  of 
the  African  race,  to  have  seen  them  arrive,  in  so  short  a  space  of  time, 
even  at  that  pitch  of  refrulated  freedom  which  this  code  exhibits;  and 
if  our  sincerity  oh  that  point  be  doubted  by  the  West  Indians,  we  would 
only  ask  them  in  reply,  Will  you  take  us  at  our  word?  Will  you  adopt 
the  Haytian  code,  in  its  principle,  as  yours  ?  Will  you  admit  its  "just 
and  severe"  regulations  to  be  transferred,  in  all  their  ri<rour,  to  vour 
plantations?  Only  assent  to  this,  and  our  controversy  with  you  is  at 
an  end  for  ever. 

It  is  made  a  great  objection  to  the  Haytian  code  that  the  adminis- 
tration of  it  is  entrusted  cliiefly  to  tin;  military  authorities.  We  enter- 
tain, without  doubt, — many  of  us  at  least, — no  strong  love  for  military 
authority,  and  we  would  gladly  see  it  disjjcnscd  with  both  there  and  else- 
where. But,  unquestionably,  if  the  military  array  of  a  people  admits 
of  defence  at  all,  there  could  hardly  arise  a  stronger  justification  of  it, 
than  when  it  was  called  for  to  avert  the  dominion  of  the  cart-whip. 
The  alternative  with  the  Haytian  his  been,  "War  to  the  knife"  or 
"  the  cart-whip."  All  therefore  that  there  was  among  them  of  talent, 
of  courage,  of  intelligence,  of  bodily  or  of  mental  endowment,  became 
nec(  ssarilv  identified  with  the  armed  force.  They  have,  it  is  true, 
arliii.vtd  tlieir  indcp^.nder.tc.  and  are  admitted  into  tli-   coinnionwcaltli 
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cf  Immiiiity  ;  but  llio  newiioss  of  its  nc.juisition ;  the  lurking  j4'aloii>» 
ihev  must  leel  ol*  iheir  aucient  and  soniid  opprt-ssors,  wlio  ;uc  stili, 
10  thoiii^ht,  i;iia!^in;^  and  spaniiiiitc  the  Haytiaii  stature  and  streii^ili  : 
and  ll>e  not  untuunded  distrust  ot"  the  [)0ssible  cticcts  uf  the  i^norauio 
and  the  iinridv  habits  which  thirty  years  of  civil  alarm  and  conlentuHi. 
and  of  tiiTce  extermiualorv  warfare,  may  have  served  lo  generate  arncn^ 
inanv  of  their  population;  stt-m  to  rc«|uire  tliat  the  miliiarv  force  shouiil. 
fur  a  time  at  least,  \h:  maintained.  And  if  its  luavv  ex|j«rijse  must  •'till, 
for  the  sake  of  their  liberties,  be  incurred,  is  it  not  wise  to  turn  it  to 
account  for  the  purposes  not  only  of  external  defence  but  of  internal 
security  ?  The  cost  of  a  new  machinery  for  this  last  important  olijcci 
would  add  greatly  to  the  public  burdens.  Havin;^  already  orpamzcil 
the  means  of  an  eHeclive  ma<^istracy  and  an  etiective  police,  trained  bv 
discipline  to  habits  of  rcgtdarity  and  prompt  obiditiice,  and  restrained 
by  the  same  discipline  from  the  abuse  of  |)ower,  ihey  have  judiciouslv 
employed  those  means,  mixing  with  them,  however,  as  opj>ortuiinv 
oHers,  the  appointment  of  those  civil  mag;islrates,  into  whose  hamls  iho 
superintendance  of  the  |>olice  may  gradually  be  transferred,  as  circuin- 
stancea  may  favour  such  a  tratisfcr. 

And  then,  be  it  rememliered,  the  pohce  is  exercised,  not  over  the 
labourers  alone,  but  ecjually  over  those  wlio  em|)loy  them.  All  are 
alike  subject  to  the  riicid  revision  and  inspection  of  these  responsil.|,> 
superintenil  ints.  And  well  would  it  be  for  our  wretched  slaves,  if.  in 
every  parish  of  our  colonies,  and  in  each  section  of  them,  there  were 
btationed  an  ottirer  of  His  Majesty's  troops,  with  proper  assistants, 
to  visit  everv  plantation,  twice  or  thrice  a  week,  in  order  to  secure 
effectual  anil  prompt  redress  for  all  injustice ;  to  hear  and  receive  all  com- 
plaints: to  adjust  all  differences;  to  repress  all  disorders  and  irre:;ii- 
larities  ;  to  su/^cst  and  promote  improvements  ;  and  to  report  to  hi.s 
superior  otiicers,  and  through  them  to  the  State,  ilie  whole  of  what 
was  passine:  vviihin  his  circle.  (See  on  this  point  the  Articles  1 1 'J  to  L51.) 
This  view  of  the  subject  has  not  been  stii,'i;ested  to  us,  for  the  tirst  time, 
by  the  Havtian  Code.  If  the  reader  will  turn  to  itie  pamphlet  called 
"The  Progress  of  Colonial  Ileform,"  (p.  17,)  or  to  our  .Monthly  Re- 
porter, No.  11,  I'p.  143,)  he  will  perceive  that  the  deplorable  account 
which  Mr.  Dwarris  had  given,  in  his  KeporLs,  of  the  unprotected  stati- 
of  the  slave  population,  and  of  the  ditliculty  which  exi:-ted^  to  Hnd. 
among  the  planters,  persons  wlio  could  safely  be  entrusted  to  till  the 
>ituation  of  their  guardians  or  protectors,  led  us,  more  than  a  year  ago. 
toen(|uire  whether,  "  with  our  immense  list  of  naval  and  military  olhcers 
on  half  pay,  it  was  impossible  to  apply  any  effectual  remedv  to  this 
evil  ?  And  whether  there  was  not  to  be  found,  in  that  list,  a  siithcient 
number  of  highly  respectable  and  meritorious  individuals  who,  at  a 
small  e.xpense,  might  be  beneficially  employed  in  Hlliiig  these  im- 
portant offices,  and  whose  remuneration  might  be  made  to  depend 
on  the  regularity  of  their  returns,  and  the  propriety  (d  their  conduct  '  " 
-Most  heartily  therefore  should  we  rejoice,  if  such  means  of  pmierliou 
could  be  transferred,  from  the  llaytian,  to  the  West  Indian  Code. 

Hut  let  us  say  a  few  words  on  the  actual  stale  of  the  llavliaii 
labourer. 

Kvtry  llaytian  j  urcnl,  ihou-U  himself  attached  lo  agiicullurc,  ha,-  it 
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ill  his  power  to  scud  his  children  to  towns  to  be  educated,  or  to  be 
taught  a  profession,  or  trade,  on  his  simple  request  to  a  Justice  of  the 
"Peace.  (See  Article  5.)  This  single  regulation,  of  itself,  seems  almost 
sufficient  to  secure  the  moral  and  intellectual  progress  of  this  interest- 
ing people. 

It  is  true  that  all,  who  have  no  other  visible  means  of  subsistence, 
-^^  must,  in  Hayti  as  in  England,  devote  themselves,  whether  they  be  men 
or  women,  to  agricultural  labour.  But  see  what  advantages  the 
Haytian  labourer  enjoys  under  this  necessity.  Even  if  reduced  to  it, 
by  his  having  no  other  means  of  subsistence,  he  may  choose  his  em- 
ployment and  his  employer.  He  may  engage  as  a  keeper  of  cattle,  or 
as  a  cutter  of  wood,  or  as  a  grower  of  provisions,  or  of  cotton,  or  of 
coflee,  or  of  sugar,  or  in  any  one  of  the  various  subsidiary  offices 
connected  with  the  culture  and  manipulation  of  these  articles.  He 
may  engage  for  a  shorter  or  longer  time  as  suits  his  taste  or  his  con- 
venience ;  for  six  months  in  one  line  of  occupation,  for  two  years  in 
another,  or  for  three  years  in  a  third ;  and  these  periods  may,  if  he 
thinks  proper,  be  still  further  extended  even  to  nine  years.  (Articles 
45  and  106.)  He  may  contract  to  receive  a  fourth  part,^  a  half,  of 
all  the  produce  he  raises  ;  and  in  the  first  of  these  cases,  -WllJch  is  the 
most  frequent,  he  is  not  only  lodged,  but  fed,  on  the  phmtation,  from 
the  produce  of  his  own  labour,  not  during  his  own  time,  but  during 
five  days  in  the  week  which  alone  he  has  contracted  l|  give  to  his 
employer.  Observe  the  force  of  the  regulation  on  this  point,  Art.  36). 
"  On  every  rural  establishment  they"  {viz.  the  proprietors  or  renters) 
"shall  be  bound  to  cuh'wcite  provisions  cVc,  sufficient  for  the  sustenance 
of  the  persons  employed  there."  This  to  be  their  first  care,  (Article  19.) 
The  labourer  for  a  fourth  is  also  to  be  furnished,  gratuitously,  with  all 
his  tools,  (Article  62.)  and  with  medical  attendance  and  medicine, 
(Article  67.)  and  has  the  benefit,  without  any  diminution  of  his  share  of  the 
produce,  of  all  the  cattle  and  machinery  on  the  estate,  and  of  tlie  expense 
of  its  management,  (Articles  51,  65,  and  66.)  And,  possessing  all  these 
advantages,  he  receives,  besides,  his  fair  share  of  the  fourth  part  of  the 
gross  produce  raised  by  him  and  his  fellow  labourers,  (Article  52.) 
But  this  is  not  all.  The  proprietor  is  also  bound  to  furnish  the 
labourer  with  land  for  his  own  use,  to  be  cultivated  by  himself,  and  for 
himself,  during  his  frequently  recurring  holidays,  and  his  regular  day  in 
in  the  week  of  rest,  beside  Sunday,  from  plantation  labour,  (Art.  38,  39.) 
On  the  five  days  of  the  week  he  works  for  his  employer  and  himself 
in  common:  he  has  his  full  subsistence  from  the  labour  of  these  days, 
besides  his  share  of  all  marketable  produce  grown  on  the  plantation. 
And  he  has,  moreover,  land,  and  abundant  time  in  the  week  for  its 
cultivation,  whereby  to  increase  his  comforts  or  to  add  to  his  capital. 
Such  also  is  the  consideration  which  the  law  bestows  on  the  formation 
and  promotion  of  industrious  habits,  by  their  only  eflfectual  spring,  a 
sense  of  self-interest,  that  even  the  infirm,  and  the  children  of  early 
age,  while  fed  by  the  provisions  of  the  plantation,  are  encouraged  to  ex- 
ertion, by  shares  of  all  the  other  produce  of  it,  proportioned  to  the  etlbrts, 
however  feeble,  which  they  are  able  to  make.  And  even  the  women 
who  have  contracted  to  labour,  for  a  term  of  years,  in  return  for 
their   provisions   and   their  share   of  the    other  produce,   aic  not  dc- 
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prived  of  the  benetil  of  this  contract*  by  the  incapacities  of  a  pres:nant 
state,  but,  thoutch  relieved  on  that  account,  for  a  lime,  from  their  sliure 
of  the  labour,  are  still  allowod  to  share  iii  the  proceeds  of  that  labour. 

Oue  uf  the  grand  securities  of  Haytian  liappiness  ;ind  Iretdom,  how- 
ever, is  to  be  found  in  the  absence  of  all  those  invidious  distinctions, 
urisui^  from  the  colour  of  the  skin  as  being'  the  livery  of  slavery, 
v^hicii  proves  tfle  curse  of  the  African  acid  his  descendauls  in  our  slave 
colonies.  In  the  Havtian  Courts  of  .lusiice,  the  evidence  of  no  man 
or  woman  whatever  is  precluded.  There  all.  of  all  ranks,  stand  on  au 
eijual  fooling  ;  and  this  circumstance,  especially  when  superadded  to 
the  absence  of  the  cartwhip  ;  and  to  the  subsliluLion,  for  its  stimulus, 
of  self-mtwest  as  the  spring  of  action,  and  ot  industrious  etiort;  makes 
a  difference  in  the  two  states  of  being  so  large,  as  scarcely  to  admit 
of  calculation  or  comparison. 

THE  WEST  INDIAN  REPORTER. 

This  Work  has  chosen  to  give  a  representation  of  the  New  Jamaica 
.Slave  .\ct,  ag.iinst  which  we  are  obliged  to  warn  our  readers  as  unfair 
and  f.illn.idll».  In  our  Reporter,  No.  -1,  rce  also  tjave  an  account  of 
it;  but  lillrerror  of  that  account  is,  that  we  attributed  to  the  Jamaica 
Assembly  more  credit  for  iraprovenienl  than  the  Act,  now  that  we  ha\e 
it  before  us,  uglifies. — But  of  this  more  hereafter. 

The  West^roian  Reporter  chooses  also  to  be  mightily  indignant  be- 
cause we  have  dared  to  represent  Colonial  slavery  as  a  crime,  and  to 
atlirm  that,  as  a  crime,  it  is  liable  to  the  divine  displeasure.  Notwiih- 
standuig,  however,  all  his  hard  phrases,  we  must  still  maintain  that 
Colonial  slavery  is  a  crime  of  a  very  deep  dye — that  it  involves  injus- 
tice, cruelly,  oppression,  unbounded  proHigacy  of  raannerij,  rolil>f>ry, 
murder, — all  winch  various  properties  of  this  unnatural,  and  uncliristian 
state  of  being,  we  must  also  take  ll.e  liberty  of  designating  as  crimes — 
as  crwus,  which  if  not  repented  of  and  forsaken,  must,  if  there  be  truth 
in  the  word  cf  God,  ensure,  to  those  who  live  in  the  pracuce  of  them, 
punishment,  either  here  or  hereafter. 

PETITIONS  AGAINST  COLONIAL  xMONOPOLY. 

We  mserted,  in  our  last  Number,  the  substance  of  the  very  able  pe- 
tition of  the  merchants  and  manufacturers  of  .Manchester,  against  the 
coniinuance  of  the  present  restrictions  on  our  tr  ide.  The  Chambers 
of  Commerce  of  Manchester  and  Birmingham,  and  the  merchants  and 
manufacturers  of  Leeds  and  other  places,  have  followed  the  example, 
ait^J  hiVe  called  eainestly  on  purliamr-nt  to  apply  a  remedy  to  the  wide 
spread  distress,  in  ihe  manufacturing  tlistricts,  by  ado()ling  those 
measureA  which  "  the  considerations  of  justice  and  of  consistent 
policy  suggest,  for  etjualiz'ug  the  duties  on  the  productions  of  our 
East'and  West  Indian  jxtssessions ;  and  for  thus  indefinitely  extend- 
ing the  range  of  our  commercial  and  manufacturing  industry,  skill, 
and  capital." 

.Mr.  NVhilmure  is  to  bring  forward  the_whole   subject  on   the    'ird  of 
'  May. 
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